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dwelt on by the Senator from mbognnchanetis was, | 
had we not better negotiate, and, 1 called on to 
transfer a part of our possessions, receive there- 
for a ample equivalent? He did not state what 
tequivalent was to be, but left his audience to 
ae He knew nothing that Great Britain could 
oger as an equivalent which America could, in 
honor, accept. Money could not be meant; for 
money could never justify an American Senate in 
sacrificing the blood and muscles of her citizens; 
and that would be done if money was received as 
an equivalent for any portion of our dominions. 
Transferring any part of the country would be 
transferring to Great Britain the American blood 
and muscle that would be found within it; and 
that was an outrage that American legislators 
never would be guilty of. But, if money was not 
meant, perhaps a key might be found to open and 
show forth the real meaning of the Senator from | 
Massachusetts, (who, he considered it necessary 
to say, informed him yesterday that he would not | 
be in his seat to-day, in consequence of an engage- 
ment in the Supreme Court,) when speaking of 
an equivalent, by referring to a proposition made 
so far back as the year 1816, by a then distin- | 
oyished member of Congress from Rhode Island, | 
to offer to England all our claims on territory west 
ofthe Rocky Mountains, provided England would, 
in return, cede to us Upper Cancda, together 
with the district of Montreal. This proposition 
of the then member from Rhode Island might | 
throw some light on the views entertained by the 
Senator from Massachusetts and his friends as 
to the nature of an equivalent—the desire ex- 
pressed in that proposition, to concentrate the | 
force and power of population in the East or 
Northeast; but not to Weaken the arch and haz- | 
ard the keystone by allowing concentration in the 
West. 

Mr. B. went on to show that, when any prop- 
osition was made beneficial to the West, it was 
‘always met (and he stated so with sorrow and~ 
regret) by certain parties with all the opposition 
thatenmity could engender. The chairman of | 
Foreign Relations, on the introduction of this 
resolution, stated that any action would be dis- 
courtesy to Great Britain. Had he stopped there, 
itwould be only necessary to deny such inten- 
tion; but he had gone further, and indirectly 
charged the Senators from the West with a de- 
termination to have war at all hazard with Eng- 
land. For himself, he could safely deny any such 
intention; he wished neither for war with Eng- 
land or any other Power; and why the honorable 
chairman should entertain such a supposition he 
was wholly at a loss to conceive, The Westhad 
no reason to wish fora war. In the last she suf- 
fered enough. The bodies of her sons strewed 
the fields, and the cries of her widows and or- 
phans were heard throughout the country. War 
could not be desired by a Christian or philosophi- 
cal people; but, bearing all this in view, he did | 
not forget that there was a time when ** forbear- 
ance ceases to be a virtue.’” When the honor of 
anation ts at stake, then it is criminal to stand 
back; when her interests are questioned, then it 
is disgraceful to hesitate. Leta nation allow but 
one encroachment, and she will soon find it fol- 
lowed by another, until at last she will find her- 

self without power to resist. 

He did not say that Great Britain had any in- 
tentions of acting otherwise than fair; but umes 
might alter, and it was always best to guard even 
against improbabilities. He deprecated the course 
pursued by the opposite side in endeavoring to 
make this question the subject of alarm to those 
engaged in commercial enterprise, which was 
done, he contended, more for the purpose of guid- 
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truth that his lever for moving the different ele- 
ments was the northern boundary question. What 
foundation was there for so grave an accusation? 


| None other than that he had fearlessly, from the | 


beginning, resisted every encroachment, come | 


from what quarter it might. He had stemmed | 
the tide of British influence, if any such there | 
was; he had rendered great and imperishable | 
services to the West, and the West was grateful | 
to him; he had watched her interests from the | 
cradle; and now, when arrived at maturity, and 
able to take care of herself, he boldly stood forth 
her advocate. If devotion to his country, then, 
made him a conspirator, he was indeed guilty. 
He had shown that a proposition had been | 
made in secret session of the Senate, to ecde our | 
northwestern territory for Upper Canada, includ- 
ing the district of Montreal. We have need, then, | 
to be alarmed at any negotiation in which an ex- | 
change of ‘‘ equivalents”’ is talked of, 
The Senator from Massachusetts seemed to 
complain that the advocates of this resolution did | 
not show what was behind —what they proposed 
to do after the existing convention shall be abro- | 
gated. The Senator from New Jersey, however, | 
understood very well what was to follow; he | 
looked to the two bills already on the table for | 
the establishment of military posts, and for the | 
extension of our jurisdiction over the territory; | 
and he saw in them the objects contemplated. | 
It was well known that when the bill of last ses- | 
sion was in progress through the Senate, many | 
gentlemen did not vote for it, because the notice 
which this resolution proposes to give had not 
been given to Great Britain of our intention to | 
withdraw from the treaty of 1818 and 1828. By | 
adopting the resolution now, this objection to the | 
two bills on the table would be removed. 
He could not conceive why any one should 
suppose Great Britain would take offense at this 
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notice It would,asa matter of course, be couched | 


in courteous terms. He did not see much force 
in the argument that it ought to be a joint resolu- 
tion. The resolution in its form would be the 
mereact ofthe Senate,which the President might or 
mightnot regard. [t went merely to advise, to offer 
an expression of opinion on the part of the Senate 
to the Executive, where the power was vested to 
make the communication to the British Govern- 


ment. The Executive, receiving it as the opinion 


of the Senate, reflecting the public opinion of the 
country, would act according to the best dictates 
of hisown judgment, He might take the respons- 
ibility, acting on the recommendation of the Sen- 
ate, of giving the notice; or, if better acquainted 
with facts rendering the step inexpedient, he might 
take the responsibility of withholding the notice. 
Now he was willing to go so far and no further; 


| to pass the resolution expressive of the desire of 


the Senate to annul the treaty, let the consequence 
be what it might, so far as the action of the Ex- 
ecutive was concerned. If, subsequent to its pas- 
sage, something should occur to cause the Pres- 
ident to think it inexpedient, he would not be 
compelled to give the notice. He would view it 
as merely persuasive, and would be governed by 
all the circumstances within his knowledge. How, 
then, could there be any danger whatever in pass- 
ing the resolution? It would be perfectly inno- 
cent in its effects. 

It seemed to him that there was, in the opposi- 
tion to this resolution, a manifest intention to 
produce an impression on the public mind that 
there were certain individuals disposed to involve 
the country, at all hazards, and upon any pretext, 
in a war with Great Britain. 


viduals. Now, he denied that there was any one 


ing their allowed moneyed influence, than any-)| connected with this resolution, or advocating its 


ee poves or praiseworthy motive. Such alarms | 
a 


d caused deplorable panics before, but the main | 


passage, who had any such disposition, or who 
would not infinitely prefer peace to war, if itcould 


object for which they were raised always failed, || be maintained withouta tarnish of national honor. 


and would do so now. \| 


His friend on the left [Mr. Bewrox] was ac- 
cused of being at the head of aconspiracy, having 


He proposed, after having given his views of 
| the history and effects of the several conventions 


| in relation to the northwest territory, to make a 


ho other object than the involving us in a war | brief reply to some remarks which fell from the 


with Great Britain; and it was said with equal 


22 


The object evi- | 
| dently was to throw public odium on those indi- | 
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ator took occasion, in the cutset of his first speech, 
to admonish the Sénate that the seeds sown in this 
discussion might become the teeth of the dragon. 
That, as he understood it, was the teeth of the 
dragon which were to spring up into armed men. 
If things did not go on as the friends of the rea- 
olution expected, and Great Britain made dragon's 
teeth grow up into armed men, he had confidence 
that armed men would spring up here, too, eager 
to rush forward in defense of the rights and honer 
of this country, ‘ 

Annther supposition of the Senator was, that 
we wished to extend our territorial dominion from 
the Westto the Pacific ocean. If the Senator 
meant that he wished to extend it to new acqui- 
Sili9ns, not already ours, he ¢ rtainly was not 
sustained by the theory or practice of this Gav- 
ernment. It was altogether at variance with the 
character of this country; the friends of the res- 
olution had never acquiesced in any such doctrine, 
The country had never made aly attempt at ac- 
quiring colonies—had never been engaged in war 
for any such object. Its resort to arms had al- 
ways been in defense of its own rights and terri- 
tory. The charge of coveting more territory was 
not applicable to us. It was no part of the prin- 
ciples or policy by which this country had ever 
been actuated; it never had been the policy of the 
party to which he had the honor to belong. 

The Senator from New Jersey had alluded to 
the difficulty of setiling the northeast boundary 
question, That was a question in abeyance for 
sixty years. The longer it was protracted, the 
more difficult it seemed to be to seule it. Nobody 
could deny but that it would have been easily 
settled immediately after the peace of L783. Yet, 
because it was deferred from time to time, it took 
till 1843 to adjust it. Was not this the best pos- 
sible argument against procrastinating this ques- 
tion of the Oregon territory? And while speak- 
ing of the northeastern boundary difficulty, he 
would take occasion to express his astonish- 
ment that when that subject was under negotia- 
tion, all the difficulties with Great Britain were 
not included, an! this question of Oregon in par- 
ticular. Was there not something remarkable, 
if not pointed, 1a the fact that, while the interests 
of the North and East were so anxiously adjusted, 
the interests of the West were altogether over- 
looked, or laid aside? It seemed to him it would 
have been better to have kept those two questions 
connected, ‘The Oregon question had been long 
enough in dispute—from the treaty of Ghent— 
and it was just as important to settle it, with a 
view of quieting all causes of war, as the north- 
east boundary question. Our negotiator mus 
have known of the various bills and resolutions 
introduced into Congress for some years back, 
and of the effects of such bills becoming laws. He 
undoubtedly knew of the bill proposing, in addi- 
tion to military posts, the establishment of a cus- 
tom-house at the mouth of the Columbia river, 
and the bill granting lands to settlers. But it was 
all-important to Great Britain to sueceed in her 
views with regard to the northeast boundary line; 
because she wanted a military road of intereom- 
munication between her.colonies; and if, while 
her anxiety on that point existed, proper exer- 
tions had been made, to settle the Oregon question, 
as one inseparably connected with the other ques- 
tion at issue, there can be no doubtit would have 
succeeded. 

The Senator from New Jersey, in allusion to 
the claims of Great Britain with regard to the 
territory of Oregon, seemed to say we should 
not rely solely on the Spanish title vested in us; 
but insisted that we had a title outside of the 
Spanish title. He spoke of the celebrated Nootka 
Sound treaty, and seemed to think, that, under it, 
Great Britain had some color-of claim, entitling 
her to negotiation in this matter. Now, he cer- 
tainly did not expect to tind any Senator counte- 
nancing the claim set up by Great Britain under 
the Nootka Sound treaty. But the gentleman said 
Great Britain did not claim title; she only claimed 

| occupation in company with Spain; oceupation 


honorable Senator from New Jersey. That Sen- |: for hunting, fishing, and trading with the Indians. 
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She could look only to the Nootka Sound treaty ! 
of 1790 for such occupation; but that was abro- 
gated in 1796 by the declaration of war made by 
Spain. When peace was reéstablished, a treaty 
of commerce was entered into between Great 
gritain and Spain; but the treaty of 1790 was not 
ntreaty of commerce, therefore it was not re- 
newed, The conduct of the Spanish officer at 
Nootka Sound in giving up the huts and hovels 
taken from British subjects, showed that it was 
not understood that the treaty of Nootka Sound 
was revived. The Spanish flag never was taken 
down. Wasit not, then, preposterous to say that 
England could have any possession or claim of 
title under the treaty of 1790? E:ven the restor- 
ation of the miserable fishing hovels was extorted | 
from Spain, who was conpelled to negotiate 
with Ey gland under duress, with an immense 
British fleet threatening her. She was not ina? 
condition to resist the unjust demands of Great 
Sritain, and had to submit to terms dictated to 
her. dt wasan extortion which shocked the feel- 
ings of all other nations. And was it now to be 
said, (even if that treaty of commerce could be 
said to reinstate the treaty of Nootka Sound,)* 
that Great Britain could makea justclaim obtained 
in that way? 

Mr. B. here drew parallel cases with regard to 
other cases—such, for instance, as Mexico, oc- 
cupying contiguous territory—and asked, if she 
had occupied the Oregon territory for purposes 
of commerce long prior to other settlers coming 
upon it for their purposes, would she not have 
priority of clam? Now, we had not only pri- 
ority of discovery,as to the Columbia river, giv- 
ing us, according to the laws of nations, a right 
to all the territory watered by that river, the 
branches of which went to the forty-ninth degree 
of latitude, but we had the right of occupancy in | 
1805, and thence to 1812, when we had a edien 
and fur company at the mouth of the river. We 
had, besides, by treaty with Mexico, settled our 
southern boundary at 42° of north latitude; and 
by treaty with Russia, our northern boundary line 
at 54° 40’; and, with these, we had the title which 
we derived fromSpain. Here, then, we had every 
possible title recognized and required by the law 
of nations. 

‘The Senator from New Jersey admits that there 
can be no question of doubt about our title as far 
as the forty-ninth degree of latitude; but he was 
not aware that, in 1826, in the instructions given | 
to Mr. Gallatin, by our then Secretary of State, | 
[Mr. Clay,] it was urged that Great Britain could 
not niake out even a color of title to any portion 
of the territory up to the fifty-first degree of north 
latitude; yet, for the sake of adjustment, Mr. 
Gallatin was permitted to propose the forty-ninth 
degree of latitude for our boundary line. It was 
then stated that Great Britain, by treaty with 
France in 1763, renounced all claims to territory | 
west of the Mississippi river. How, then, could 
she revert to claims of discovery by Drake and 
others? ‘That was all a make-weight,and amount- 
ed to nothing when contrasted with her total re- 
nouncement of all claims west of the Mississippi, 
as specified in her treaty with France in 1763. 

Gentlemen on the other side seemed afraid that, 
by giving this notice, we should place ourselves 
outof the pale of civilized nations —that we should 
ostracize ourselves from the family of nations. 
Now, it appeared to him, we could only place 
ourselves in that condition by deferring any 
longer to act in this matter from fear of Great 
Britain, or under any threat of war from her, in 
consequence of our taking the decided step which 
our honor and independence demand of us to 
take. ‘The Senator from New Jersey, indeed, 
said it was not the military or naval power of 
Great Britain he feared; but the moral power of 
the world, which wouid be against us. But.was 
not England to be subject to that moral poweras 
well as this country; and could she stand up 
against it, urging her unjust claims to our terri- 
tory south of the forty-ninth degree of north lat- 
itude, and demanding an equal right to the mouth 
and navigation of the Columbia river, which we 
had discovered, and which, by the law of nations, 
belonged exclusively to us? She dare not go be- 
fore the world with such pretensions, and attempt 
to justify a war in their support, 

The Senator froin New Jersey had read an ex- 
tract from the Louisville Journal, in whieh the 
Oregon country is described as the *! riddlings of | 
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creation’’—as a place only suitable for transport- 
ing vagabonds, convicts, and felons to.. This, to 
be sure, was not showing much regard for some 
of our most respectable citizens who had gone to 
that territory, nor to those whose advocacy of its 
occupation had actuated them. ‘The Senatoralso 
referred to an article in the Christian Advocate, 
no less deerying the character of the Oregon ter- 
ritory. 

But he would now read some extracts from au- 
thorities not to be questioned. 


tion on the subject of the Oregon country; also 
from the report of Captain Wilkes, and from the 


more recent report of Doctor White, (the Indian |) 


agent sent last year to Oregon;) all of which give 
the most flattering description of the fertility of 
the country, the salubrity of its climate, and the 
facility with which the products of the earth are 
procured at one third of the labor required in the 
United States. 

Now, he supposed, as did the Senator from 
New Jersey, that the truth lay between these ex- 
tremes; and that it might safely be considered as 
a good average agricultural and grazing country. 


There were, however, two things which justified || 
the value set upon it; one was, the fact that it was | 
a good grazing country, and had the great ad- | 
vantage that cattle could be kept throughout the | 


winter without the expense attending the keep of 
cattle in the United States; and the other was, its 
importance in a commercial point of view. If 


the Representatives of the West were selfish in | 


their motives, they certainly would not be favor- 
able to the emigration of their constituents; they 
would desire to kee) their citizens athome. They 
had, however, higher views than any growing 
out of selfish policy. They saw the vast import- 
ance of the Oregon territory to this Union. ‘They 


looked to our growing commerce in the Pacific | 


ocean, and that newly opened to us in China. 


Mr. B. here referred to an article quoted a few | 


days back from the London Morning Chronicle; 
and to an article he had read some time ago in the 


Edinburgh Review, on the subject of the Oregon | 


question; and commented upon these articles with 
a view of showing that there would be no war 


with England—that she expected to gain her ob- | 


The Edin- | 


jects by diplomacy and negotiation. 
burgh Review showed that England had no other 
spot on the globe left now to colonize but Oregon, 
and that it was her policy to have that for a new 
enterprise to build up additional markets for her 
manufactures. 


He thought it strange that we were ready to | 


assume the most decisive tone in asserting our 
rights with every other nation but Great Britain. 
When a sum of money was due to us by France, 


we had an Executive that would not brook delay | 


in its payment; and he said, while he would ask 


nothing that was not right, he would submit to | 
When we had to ne- | 
gouate with Naples, we did it with our war frig- 


nothing that was wrong. 


ates in the bay. Look to our recent diplomatic 
correspondence with Mexico. When did weever 


use such a tone of decision with Great Britain? | 
Whenever a subject comes up with that Govern- | 


ment, it #8 quite another question. The moment 
this resolution is proposed, we are told of the 
ships of war England has in the Pacific, her facil- 
ities for transporting men and munitions of war 
from China to Oregon, and of our own difficulties 
in reaching the battle ground. This argument 


would be equally good for our surrender of every- | 


thing Great Britain might choose to demand. 


When our rights were questioned by other na- | 


tions, we used quite a different tone. We sent 
our frigates of war into the bay of Naples to 
enforce our claim under negotiation; we insisted 
upon our money from France; we were decided, 


if not severe, with Mexico; but towards Eng- || 


land we held quite different language. Now, 
why were we to suppose England would be more 
ready to go to war, without just occasion for 
it, than any other nation? Was there not good 
reason to believe she would not, on pretext of 


this resolution, attempt to go to war, because | 
she could not but know and feel that the public 


opinion of nations would be altogether against 
her, and in our favor? “Governments .are as 
much operated upon by public opinion as indi- 
viduals, 
would be against her going to war. Her manu- 
facturers would be strongly opposed toit. They 
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Mr. B. then read | 
extracts from Captain Spaulding’s communica- | 


This public opimen in England itself | 
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t} knew too well that we were their best ¢ 

' Looking, too, to the enormous debt of 
there would be a strong sentiment 0} 
war. There were too many great interests 

stake. With a debt incurred b former w . 

amounting, as he believed, to wade one fo 

million pounds, and considering ber own ae 
tion at home, particularly in relation to Ireland, 

how could she be safe in declaring war agains! 
/us? In Canada things are very different now 

compared with what they were when the last nn 
existed. Public sentiment is very much changed 
there. A large portion of the Canadian popula 
tion is in favor of the institutions of the United 
States, and would be willing to break off from the 
yoke of foreign control, and join us. These cop. 
siderations induced him to believe that no war 
could grow out of our exercise of a right in op. 
formity with the express terms of our treaty stip. 
ulations. 
_ He acknowledged that war was a great calam. 
ity, take it in any point of view. But there are 
sull greater calamities; and among them he would 
count the greatest a tame submission to the yp. 
just demands of Great Britain, if that submission 
proceeded from a fear of the effects of a war with 
her. He would not even wish to see the nation. 
al spirit which had been raised on this question 
put down by a delusive reliance upon diplomac 
as analternative. We could lose but little, even 
if we had to go to war with England. He did 
not, however, believe any such thing was likely 
to take place. 

He was obliged to omit a great many things he 
had to say on this subject, for he had no doubt 
the Senate was wearied, as he was himself; and 
therefore he would endeavor to close as briefly 
as possible. 

He had before remarked the importance of the 
Oregon territory, in view of our opening trade 
with China. It seemed to him that, in that point 
of view, itwasexceedingly important Wecould, 
through that channel, enjoy a very profitable 
trade with India, and by a direct communication 
through our own territories. It would be open- 
ing a new market for our staple productions—cot- 
ton, tobacco, &c.—getting back the products of 
China and the East Indies in exchange. Its im- 
portance did not stop there; for already we had 
a large commerce in the Pacific, which would be 
encouraged aud enlarged by our protection. He 
quoted from public documents the amount of ton- 
nage and value of our commerce in the Pacific 
ocean, with the view of showing that it was 
worthy of the particular attention of our Govern- 
ment. 

Not wishing to detain the Senate longer, Mr. 
B. recapitulated the points of argument he had 
presented. He believed, himself, it was the duty 
of this Government, at the present crisis, to give 
this notice. He believed it could not be a cause 
of offense to Great Britain. It could not be a cause 
of war. It would be merely the assertiom of a 
right recognized to be ours by treaty stipulation. 
Our claims we could establish by documentary 
evidence in the face of the world. If, after pro- 
ducing them, we should be involved in war, we 
would be ready to meet it with the right on our 
| side. Our title could not suffer by this course. 
| By sea and land we would be found vigorous and 
energetic, no matter what commanders we should 
select to lead us to victory. 

Mr. BENTON remarked that he intended yes- 
terday to take up the argument on the tariff ques- 
tion, laid on the table some days ago; but was 
| unwilling to interfere with the debate on the Ore- 
| gon subject. He now merely wished to give No- 
|| tice that on Thursday, at one o’clock, he would 
|| eall for the further consideration of the report from 
|| the Committee on Finance in relation to the tariff 
|| policy. 
| Mr. MILLER said he desired to express his 
|| views in relation to the question now before We 
| Senate, (the Oregon subject,) but the usual hour 
|| of adjournment had arrived. 

i On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate then 
adjourned. 


Ustomers, 
England 

. ’ 
posed to 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, February 27, id44. 

The Journal of yesterday having been read and 

|| approved, 


|| Mr. COLLAMER rose and said he perceived, 
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iis morning papers, that he was reported to | _— Mr. Srerson said it was proper for him. in explana 
: pated against the resolution vesterday which tion, to state that it was for the public, and not for his inde 
have er «that Congress has no power to inter- |, Yidual interest that he had taken this course 

declared that Uongres as no pt P “Mr. Kenneny, of Maryland. [F hope the gentleman 
fere in or control the domestic institutions of the | does not hail trom Baltimore. T have not heard of him 
“ States,’ &c.; whereas he, in fact, did not | there.” 

ainst the resolution; and he inquired how 
it anpeared by thé Journal? . 

“On inspection of the Journal, it appeared that 
ho did not so vote. ; ; 
“Mr, HOPKINS desired that the. resolution 
sffered by the gentleman from South Carolina 
out . . 

(Mr. Homes] yesterday, should be read by the 
Clerk; which having been done, Mr. H. pro- | 
ceded to say he was not aware that it had been 
modified; and he had requested its reading for the 
jurpase of inquiring whether an error had not 


by 


several 

He hoped the gentleman would understand that 
this could not be correct. His allusion was not 
to the gentleman, but to the resolutions: and he 
remarked that they could not be considered the | 
resolutions of the citizens of Baltimore; he had 
never heard of them there. He did not then 
know that they were the resolutions of a conven- 
tion held in that city. He made this explanation 
because, by this statement, it would appear a 
most rude and unprovoked attack. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, then renewed his mo- 


yote ag 


be en committed : . || tion to suspend the rules, for the purpose of calling 

f° DS | ~ ° . ~ 

Mr. 1 HOME SON stated that the modification | those States for resolutions which were not called 
offered by him was accepted by the gentleman yesterday 


from South Carolina. : 1 

Mr. BIDLACK said he desired to have it stated || 
gnon the Journal that he moved to suspend the | 
rules for the purpose of receiving resolutions which || 
had been laid over on former days. He thought 
it but an act of justice that it should be shown by 
the Journal that . re we aroma ee oa 
a resolution which he had heretofore offered ha sf 
od been brought up and adopted. REPORT ON THE RULES. 

Mr. HALE inquired whether it had not been || The order of the day being called for 
the custom to insert upon the Journal motions of 
this description? 

The SPEAKER remarked that where the mo- 
tion was not entertained by the House, it had not 
been the practice to insert it upon the Journal. 

The question being put upon the proposition of 


The motion did not prevail. 

Mr. DAVIS asked leave to present some testi- 
mony to go to the Committee of Claims. 

Leave was not granted. 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, introduced his 
colleague, Mr. Spence, who took the oath and | 





der, during the morning hour, to be a report of 
the Select Committee on Rules, with the amend- 
ments thereon, and that the gentleman from Vir- 


Mr. C. JOtiNSON said he believed that he 
Mr. Bintack to amend the Journal, was himself entitled to the floor, having yielded 
Mr. ADAMS said he believed it was a privi- || only for a motion for adjournment, after submit- 
lege which had not heretofore been allowed, to || ting his amendment, and he was not disposed to 
insert upon the Journal a motion which had not |) give up his right. 
been entertained by the House. He would have Mr. DROMGOOLE observed that so much had 
no objection, however, to the adoption of the prop- || occurred after he had submitted his amendment, 
osition now made by the gentleman from Penn- || that he did not consider himself entitled to the 
syivania, provided it should be clearly understood |) floor. 
that it should be the right of every member here- Mr. C. JOHNSON said he was desirous of 
after to make a similar proposition. occupying the attention of the House for a very 

Objections being made by several members, | short me. 

Mr. BIDLACK said he would relieve the House Mr?WHITE rose to inquire ho® this matter 
from all difficulty on the subject by withdrawing || was going to be proceeded with, and whether the 
his motion. gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Dromcoote] had 

Mr. HARDIN asked permission to change a |! yielded the floor to the gentleman from l'ennes- 
vote which he gave yesterday. see ? 

The SPEAKER observed that he had no recol- The SPEAKER replied that the Chair under- 
lection of any case where a gentleman had been || stood the gentleman from Virginia to have con- 
allowed to change a vote which he had given on | ceded the right of the gentleman from Tennessee. 
a former day, unless an error had been made in Mr. C. JOHNSON proceeded. He was de- 
the entry of such a vote. sirous of calling the attention of the House, and 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, asked leave to re- |) particularly of the Democratic members, to the 
fer some papers; which was objected to. | position in which the rules of the House were 


: s ry > cessit F 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. now placed, and of showing the necessity of 


| adopting the amendment which he had submitted 
Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, desired to call || the other evening as a substitute for all the other 

the attention of the House to a report in a paper || propositions, the first of which was the report of 

of this morning. the select committee, and secondly, the proposi- 
The SPEAKER remarked that the proposition || tion of the gentleman from Virginia, creating a 

ef the gentleman could only be entertained by || new set of rules. 

general consent. 


. If we undertake to vote on the rules of the gen- 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, moved that the rules 


| tleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apags:] and 
be suspended for the purpose of calling those || adopt them, we must necessarily, if gentlemen in 


States which had not been called yesterday, for || the opposition choose it, vote on the yeas and 
resolutions. | nays one hundred and eight times, besides on the 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, said he hoped |) various subdivisions of which they are suscepti- 
there would be no objection on the part of the |) ble. Besides, by adopting them, many important 
House to his making an explanation, in order to || rules, deemed necessary for facilitating the busi- 
correct an evident mistake. If there were objec- || ness of the House, would be left out—such as the 
tions he should be compelled, though reluctantly, || ** hour rule,’’ the 21st rule, and the rule enabling 
0 move a suspension of the rules. || the majority, at pleasure, to go in and out of eom- 

On motion of Mr. K. the rules were then sus- |! mittee. They would also be deprived of the most 
pended. important rule that had ever been adopted for ex- 

Mr. K. thanked the House for its courtesy. || pediting the business of the House—that of al- 
He would now call the attention of the House to lowing members to present their petitions at the 
report in the Intelligencer of this morning, || Clerk’s table, and have them referred to thé ap- 
which, he said, placed him ina position in regard || propriate committees. Now, suppose the prop- 
‘oa gentleman upen that floor which he was not || osition of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
willing to occupy in reference to any gentleman. || DromGooxe] was adopted; to arrive at that result, 
Mr. K. then read the following from the Intelli- || they must have the yeas and nays one hundred 
gencer, being a part of the report of the proceed- |! and eight times, if such is the pleasure of the Op- 
ings of yesterday on the resolutions offered by || position, which would take nearly two weeks; 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Camp- || and after that, they would be deprived of some of 
BELL] | the most important rules for facilitating the busi- 
“Mr. Bannarn, referring to the personal interest which || ness of the House. To show the inconvenience 
ws colleague (Mr. Stetson) manifested in his behalf, said | to which the House might be subjected by the 
at if he (Mr. B.) had been within the bar when his name |) absence of one of the rules to which he bad re- 


Was called, he might have asked to vote. But he had not || . 
been in the House since these abstract resolutions from || ferred, he would relate a circumstance that oc- 


Baltimore had been in order. ‘curred here four years ago. ‘There was a biil 











| his seat. 
The SPEAKER announced the business in or- | 


ginia (Mr. Dromeooce] was entitled to the floor. | 


before the H muse, whieh had been debated for 


weeks, and which the House was determmed to 
pass, Vie Fentieman trom New York | Vir. Bar- 
NARD] commen: da speech about si idown: and, 


being really sick, entreated the House to adjourn 


over to the next day, to give him an apporunity 
of e ntinwing his s ech. The yeas and bays 
were taken on the m 1, ane it was rejected, 
The gentleman went on with his speech, and a 
number of tl 


thy 
t 


he members went to supper, leaving 
the House without a quorum; when the member 
yielded the floor to a motion to adjourn. A call 


| of the House ensued; and, after that, the honor- 


able gentleman, sick as he was, continued the 
speech commenced at sundown till sunrise next 
morning 

Mr. BARNARD here made an explanation 
not materially differing as to frets, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON did not know that the ex- 
planati maven by the honorable ecendeman made 
the matter anv better for him—it only proved 
more strongly the necessity of havi » the rule; 

and he ventured to say that without it, that mem- 
ber and some others would occupy the time of 
the House for days, and nights too, to the exclu- 
sion of its necessary and important business, 
Now, as to this QIst rule, about which all the 
difficulty had arisen. He had been in the House 
ever since the abolition subject was first agitated, 
and was well familiar with all the circumstances 
which led to its adoption. When it first com- 
menced, southern members contended that there 
ought to be no discussion on the subject at all— 
that it was a subject with which Congress had 
nothing to do; but it increased at such a rate as 
materially to interfere with the transaction of 
business. Then the Patten resolulions were 
adopted: afier them the Pinckney resolutions; 
then the Atherton resolutions, and finally the 25th 
rule. Now, how were all these adopted? There 
were Democratic members from the North who 
voted withthe Whigsand Democrats of the South, 
and in that way all th: se resolutions and the 21st 
rule were carried; and they could carry them now 
in the same way, if all the southern members 
would vote as they then did. Bat what had 
they seen this session ? The difficulty commenced 
on a proposition for the adoption of rules for the 
House, by a motion of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts {Mr. Apams] to except the 25th rule. 
This took place on the 23d December, 1843; and 
by that vore it was exerpted. The vote stood 91 
to 95. When that was done he was struck with 
astonishment to find that it was done by the votes 
of southern Wiogs. If they had stood with us 
as the northern Democrats have done, we should 
have carried that rule, 

Mr. ADAMS said that the gentleman was mis- 
taken instativg the question. ‘The rale was sus- 
tained by the vote he had just referred to; which 
was 91 for abolishing the rule, and 95 for retain- 
ing it. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said that possibly he might 
have been mistaken tn his recollections as to the 
effect of the vote on that occasion; but he was not 
mistaken in his recollections of the vote given the 
other day. We wanted the subject to go over 
until the State of Maryland was represented, and 
ull the representation of the State of Georgia was 
completed, counting on the additional votes from 
those States to retain the rule; but as soon as the 
representation from those States was full, how 
stood the vote? On the motion of his honorable 
friend from Virginia to lay the whole subject of 
the reports on the table, and by this means leave 
the 25th rule in full force, as it was one of the 
rules of the last Congress, which had been pro- 
visionally adopted—when they were called to 
vote on this subject, (to retain the 21st rule,) he 
would ask the House—he weuld ask his Demo- 
cratic friends, to reflect on the state of the vote 
then given. Of the members from his State, 
(Tennessee,) three of the Whigs voted against 
saving this 25th ru'e. From the State of Ken- 
tucky, three of the Whig party also voted against 
laying the subject on the table; and from the State 
of Georgia, he was sorry to find that one of his 
friends voted in the seme way. 

Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, asked permission of 
the gentleman to explain his reasons for giving 
that vore. He wished the gentleman to reply to 
his request, and to grant or refuse it. 

Mr. C. JOLLNSON declined yielding any por- 
tion of his hour, unless to correct facts. He then 
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went on to say, that on the vote to which he was | its longer continuance, he moved the previous 


referring, he found that four of the Whig mem- 
bers from North Carolina also voted against the 
motion to lay the subject on the table. From the 
State of Maryland, he found four Whig mem- 
bers; from the State of Virginia, two; and from 
the State of South Carolina, one member; all 
voung against the retention of this rule, which 
was deemed so essential to the preservation of 
southern rights. In this way, there were nine- 
teen votes from the slaveholding States against 
the motion to lay on the table, and consequently 
against the retention of this rule. 

Mr. CAUSIN asked permission to explain the 
reasons for his vote; but Mr. J. declined giving 
way. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON continued. If, on this 
question, deemed so important to the South, all 
the Representatives from the southern States had 
gone with us, the rule would have been retained, 
and would now be in full force. When lask my 
northern Democratic friends, who have stood by 
us year after year in sustaining this rule, deemed 
80 Imporiant to the preservation of the rights of | 
the South, still to assist us in maintaining it, they 
answer, ** with what reason can you call on us to 
sustain thisrule, when we find southern members 
voling against it???’ Considering this state of 
things, he deemed the 2st rule as lost; and that 
it could never, under any circumstances, be adopt- 
ed. Would the House then go on without rules, 
and submit to the inextricable confusion and de- 
lay of business that would consequently follow? 
What, then, were they todo? If they adopted 
the propesiuon of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts they might be voting on it, rule by rule, 
tillthe Istof April, If they adopted the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Dromcooie} the result would be the same; and 
in either case they would be deprived of several 
necessary and important rules for the transaction 
of the business of the House, which he had just 
referred to. He would then appeal to his Dem- 
ocratic friends whether the best course, under all 
the circumstances, would not be to adopt the 
amendment he had submitted? His proposition 
was to adopt the rules of the last Whig Congress, 
with the exception of the 2lst rule, to which the 
Whigs could not, of course, object; and then to 
provide, as a substitute for that rule, a clause 
which was nothing more nor less than the Ather- 
ton resolutions. 

In submitting this proposition, he did not mean 
to say that he preferred itto the 2Ist rule, which 
he had voted for and would rather have; but he 
was satisfied that he could not get it, and was 
therefore willing to take the next best thing that 
he could get. He wished to put a stop to the 
continued agitation of this subject, and the tedi- 
ous, useless debate that so materially interfered 
with the business of the House. 

He had voted for the Atherton resolutions, and 
the Pinckney resolutions; in short, he had voted 
for all these rules, with a view to promote the 
public business, Hle now desired to stop this 
useless debate, and he would vote for any rule 
that would accomplish thatend. If they could 
not get the Qlst rule, he entreated the House to 
get the next best thing, and go on and do the 
business of the country. He went on to show 
the advantage taken of this subject by southern 
Whigs, and the manner in which they sought to 


hold Mr. Van Buren and his friends responsible | 


for the consequences, whatever they might be. 

[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Aspury Dickins, Esq., its Sec- 
retary, transmitting several bills which had been 
passed by the Senate. 

Mr, C. JOHNSON resumed, and said the sole 
object he had in view was to get some rule where- 
by they could do the business of the House. As 
to the 2Ist rule, he cared nothing about it, any 
further than as it operated on the business of the 
House, 

Mr. HALE remarked, that he had not hereto- 
fore troubled the House upon this exciting sub- 
jects not because he had not thought much, and 
had settled principles upon it, but for other rea- 
sons with which he would not trouble the House. 
But feeling responsible, as one of the Represent- 
atives of the people, for the waste of time that 
had already occurred, and was still likely to oc- 
eur if this debate continued, and believing that | 
no possible good could accrue to anybody from | 


i 


nestion. 


Mr. CLINGMAN, Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, 


| and others, desired him to withdraw that motion, 


| to give them an opportunity to speak on the ques- 


| son} had taken the place of the amendment of | 


tion. 
_ Mr. RAYNER also made some such observa- 
tions, 

Mr. HALE replied that the gentlemen must 
address their appeals to the House, with which 
he should leave it. 
and declined further to interfere. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE desired permission to 
make a suggestion. [Cries of ** No!’ ** No!’’) 

Mr. DAVIS and Mr. PAYNE also made some 
remarks in reference to the efféct of sustaining the 
previous question, and the question upon which 
the House would be called to vote. 

The SPEAKER rose to put the question on sec- 
onding the demand for the previous question, 

Mr. HALE called for tellers; and they were 
ordered. 

Messrs. Mureny and Wuintnurop were ap- 
pointed; and they reported—ayes 90, noes 74. 

There was, therefore, a second. 

The question then recurred, ** Shall the main 
question be now put?”’ 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and 
nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. LEWIS inquired how the proposition of 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. C. Joun- 


the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. DromeGoo.e?} 


The SPEAKER replied, as an amendment to | 


| the amendment. 





After some remarks from Mr. SAUNDERS, 

Mr. WINTHROP asked that the Clerk might 
read the proposition on which the House would 
be called upon to vote. 

The Clerk accordingly read the proposition of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, as follows: 


That the rules of the last Congress shall be adopted by 
this House, except the 2lst; and that all petitions in rela- 
tion to the aboliuon of slavery in the District of Columbia 


and the Territories shall be received and laid upon the table | 
without debate. 
Mr. COKR inquired if it was in order te move | 

a suspension of the rules, so as to go on with | 
this matter to-day, after the expiration of the | 


morning hour? [Cries of ‘‘Agreed.’’] 

Mr. BELSER moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table 

Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, inquired the effect 


| of such a motion, and whether it would not carry 
| the two reports of the committee with it? 


The SPEAKER was understood to say that 


it would carry the pending proposition and the | 


amendments to the table. 
Mr. ROGERS called for the yeas and nays on 


the metion to lay on the table; and they were | 


ordered. 
The yeas and nays were taken; and they re- 
sulted—yeas 90, nays 98; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Ashe, Atkinson, Barringer, Belser, Bid- 
lack, James Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Boyd, Jacob 


Brnkerhotl, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. | 


Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Causin, Reuben 
Chapman, Chappell, Clinch, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cullom, 


Daniel, rett Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dellet, Dickinson, | 
| Fieklin, Foster, French, Grider, Hammett, Haralson, Hen- 
| ley, Hoge, Hopkins, llouston, Hubard, Hughes, Jameson, 


Cave Jolson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston 
King, Labranche, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, MeClernand, 
McConnell, Mathews, Moore, Murphy, Norris, Owen, 
Payne, Peyton, Pratt, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, 
Ritter, St.John, Saunders, Simpson, Slidell, John T. Smith, 


| Robert Smith, Steeurod, Stephens, Stiles, Stone, Strong, 


Summers, Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tuck- 


| er, Weller, Wentworth, Woodward, and Yost—90. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Beardsley, Benton, Edward J. Black, Brodhead, 
Buttington, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Clingman, Collamer, 
Cranston, Dana, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dickey 
Dillingham, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, 
Farlee, Foot, Giddings, Byram Green, Hale, Hamlin, Har- 
din, Harper, Hays, Herrick, Holmes, Hubbell, Hudson, 
Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Ken 
nedy, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, 
Leonard, Lyon, MeCausien, McCleiland, McDowell, Me- 
livaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Morse, 
Moseley, Nes, Newton, Parmenter, Patterson, Elisha R. 
Potter, Emery D. Potter, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, Rathbun, 
Rayner, Charles M. Reed, Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers, 


Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, | 
David L. Seymour, Simons, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 


Stetson, John Stewart, Sykes, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, 
Wethered, Wheaton, White, Williams, Winthrop, William 
Wright, and Joseph A. Wright—98. 


So the subject was not laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, the rules were 


GLOBE. 


He had discharged his duty, | 








Febr 

a a 
suspended for the purpose of proceeding w; 
subject now before the House beyond the \ 
ing hour. 

| The question being ‘ Shall the 
| be now put?’ 

| Mr. RAYNER inquired what the effect y 
| be, provided the House refused to t 
| question? 

| The SPEAKER replied that the subject wo 
| in that case, go over until to-morrow. 
| 





th the 


| Horp. 


MAIN questiog 


Ould 
ake the Maig 


uld, 


Mr. CAUSIN inquired whether, in case 

| subject went over from day to day, the preyj 

question would be enforced whenever the 
| propositions came up? _ 
| The SPEAKER replied, that, in the Opinion 
of the Chair, such would be the case, 
| The yeas and nays were then taken upon th 
| 
1 


the 
Oud 
Variou 


question, ‘* Shall the main question be now put?” 
| and resulted—yeas 159, nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Bay 
ringer, Barnard, Beardsley, Belser, Benton, Edward | 
Black, James Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, ogy 
Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Willian 
Brown, Buffington, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Carey, Carri 
Catlin, Causin, Clinch, Chilton, Cobb, Coles, Collayyer 
Cross, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard 9 
Davis, John W. Davis, Dean, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, 
Dillingham, Dunean, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Fariee, Pio,’ 
lin, Fish, Foster, French. Byram Green, Grinnell, Grider 
Hale, Hamlin, Haralson, Harper, Hayes, Henley, Herrick, 
Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbel 
Hughes, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James 8B. Hunt 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jameson, Jenks, Andrew-Johy, 
son, Cave Jobnson, Perley B. Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Andrew Kennedy, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniej 
P. King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, 
Lumpkin, MeCauslen, McClelland, McClernand, MeCoq. 
nell, McDowell, Meclivaine, Mathews, Moore, Edward J, 
Morris, Joseph Morris, Moseley, Nes, Newton, Norris, 
Owen, Parmenter, Patterson, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, 
Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Preston, Purdy, Rathbun, Rayner, 
Charles M. Reed, Reding, Relfe, Ritter, Robinson, Rock 
well, Rogers, Russell, St. John, Senter, Thomas H. Sey. 
mour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, Joi 
T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, sie. 
phens, Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Sun- 
mers, Sykes, Taylor, Thomasson, Tibbatts, ‘Tucker, Tyler, 
Weller, Wentworth, Wethered. Wheaton, Williams, 
Winthrop, Woodward, William Wright, Joseph A.Wrigit, 
and Yost—159. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashe, Bidlack, Campbell, Reuben Chap 
man, Chappell, Clingman, Cranston. Deberry. Dromgoole, 
Foot, Giddings, Hammett, Hardin, Marsh, Morse, Payne, 
David 8S. Reid, Sample. Saunders, Severance, Thompson, 
Vance, Vinton, and White—24. 


So the main question was ordered to be put. 


Mr. LEWIS moved to lay the amendment of 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. C. Jonnsoy| 
on the table. He did so in order to get a direct 
vote on the proposition of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Dromcoote.] 

The SPEAKER said that the motion was not 
\| in order. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON asked for a division of the 
question on his amendment. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE contended that it was not 
susceptible of division. ‘There was not, he said, 
a distinct substantive proposition left, if the first 
part were taken away. 

Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. 
C. JOHNSON, WINTHROP, A. JOHNSON, 
DROMGOOLE, and ADAMS took part; when 

The SPEAKER having decided that the ques- 
tion was not divisible, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON appealed from that de- 
cision. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to lay the whole sub- 
ject on the table. 

‘|| The motion was not agreed to. 

|| - Mr. HOUSTON moved to lay the appeal oa 
|| the table. 

|| The question was taken, and decided in the 
| 











aflirmative—ayes 90, noes 38. 

So the appeal was laid on the table. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN moved to lay the whole 
subject on the tabie. . 

Mr. DROMGOOLE raised the question that 
the motion was out of order; the previous ques 
tion having been ordered. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 

The question was then taken on laying the 
whole subject on the table, and decided in the 
negative—yeas, 90, nays 94; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Ashe, Atkinson, Barringer, Belset, 
Bidlack, James Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Boyd, 
| Jacob Brinkerhoff, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Wil- 


| 





liam J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, ee 
il, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, 
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ee 
n, Foster, French, Grider, Hammett, Haral- 
Watey, Hoge Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hughes, 
aye JO 
al oe Kennedy, Preston King. Labranche, Lewis, 
Lumpkin, MecClernand, McConnell, Mathews 
Lucas, Murphy, Norris, Owen, Payne, Peyton, Pratt, Davi 
More Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Russell, St. John, 
= oe Simpson, Slidell, John T. Smith, Robert Sinith, 
Saup rod ’Stiles, Stone, Strong, Summers, Taylor, Thomas- 
Se Thompson, Te Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, 
~ .and Yost—90. 
Wood wart Mesars. Abbott, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Bar- 
vd, Beardsley, Benton, Edward i. Black, Brodhead, Buf- 
sag, Cary, Carroll, atlin, Causin Clinch, Clingman, 
Samet, Cranston, Richard D. Davis, Dickey, Dillingham, 


pony eel Green, Grinnell, Hale, Hardin, Harper, Hays, 


y 
Hernicly Hunt, Irvin, Jenks. Perley B. Johnson, John P. 
ei Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lyon, 
oe seen. hg McClelland, McDowell, Mclivaine, Marsh, 
oa J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Morse, Moseley, Nes, 
Newton, Parmenter, Patterson, Elisha R. Potter, Preston, 
purdy, Ramsey, Rayner, Charles M. Reed, Robinson, Rock- 
well, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Thom- 





sot 


i, Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Albert Smith, 
Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, Ty- || 
jer, Vance, Vinton, Wethered, Wheaton, White, Williams, || 


Winthrop, and William Wright—94. 


Mr. SCHENCK asked for a division of the | 
roposition of the gentleman from Tennessee, 80 || batts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Woodward, and Yost 
that a vote might be taken on each rule of the || 
When the question of the right | 


of the members of the four States to their seats | 


last Congress. 


was before the House, the question was taken on 


the right of individual members, beginning with | 


Mr. Hare, of New Hampshire, and he desired 
that the vote should be taken on the separate 


the yeas and nays, and therefore it would not 
occupy much time to act on the whole. 
Some conversation ensued, and ultimately Mr. 


y 


proposition of the gentleman from Tennessee. 
Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the yeas and 

nays thereon, and they were ordered; and being 

taken, resulted—yeas 35, nays 143; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Benton, Bidlack, James Black, 
Bower, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Burke, Dana, John 
W. Davis, Dean, Hungerford, Jamnes B. Hunt, Cave John- 
son. Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Kirkpatrick,Leonurd, 
McDowell, Moore, Murphy, Norris, Pratt, Preston, Purdy, 
Reding, Ritter, Simons, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Stetson, Sykes, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Atkinson, Baker, 
Barringer, Barnard, Beardsley, Belser, Edward J. Black, 
Blackwell, Bossier, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, 
Buffington, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Cary,Carroll, Catlin, 
Causin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A.Chapman, Chappell, 
Clinch, Clingman, Cobb, Collamer, Cranston, Cross, Cul 
lom, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, Del- 
let, Dickey, Dickinson, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Dunlap, 
Ellis, Elmer, Ficklin, Fish, Foot, Foster, French, Giddings, 
Grinnell, Grider, Hale, Hamlin, Haralson, Hardin, Harper, 
Hays, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, 
Hubbell, Hudson, Hughes, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. 
Ingersoll, Irvin, Jameson, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, An- 
drew Johnson, George W. Jones. John P. Kennedy, Daniel 
P. King, Labranche, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mc- 
Causlen, McClelland, McClernand, McConnell, Mellvaine, 
Marsh, Mathews, Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Morse, 
Moseley, Nes, Newton, Parmenter, Patterson, Payne, Pey- 
ton, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Ramsey, Rayner, 
Charles M. Reed, David 8. Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Robinson, 
Rockwell, Rogers, Sample, Saunders, Schenck, Senter, 
Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, 
Simpson Albert Smith, Caleb B.Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, 
Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Summers, 
Taylor, Thomasson, ‘Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Tucker, 
Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, 
White, Williams, Winthrop, Woodward, and Wiiliam 
Wright—143. 


The amendment, therefore, was not adopted. 

Mr. MeDOWELL, when his hame was called, 
said he would vote for the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, notwithstanding he was 
opposed to the hour rule. . 

Mr. SCHENCK said there was some hundred 
or more rules contained in the amendment to the 
report; and he supposed the proposition was di- 
visible into as many parts as there were rules; he 
did not ask, however, so thorough a division as 
that; but he asked for such a division as would 
give a distinct vote upon the 23d rule, and the 96th 
as numbered in the amendment, and the vote on 
all the others in bulk. 

Mr. BELSER said he would again move to lay 
the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. WHITE contended that a motion to lay 
on the table could not be entertaived after the pre- 
vious question had been ordered; and cited the 
Congressional Manual, page 202. 

The SPEAKER remarked that he had been 





nson, Alffrew Johnson, George W. | 


Dunlap, Ellis, Eimer, Fariee, Fish, Foot, Gid- | 
Hubbell, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, | 


: Johuson, Andrew Jonson, George 
| King, Labranche, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, McClernand, 
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guided by what had been the former practice of || Andrew Stewart. John Stewart, Svkes, Tilden, Tyter, 


the House. 

Mr. WHITE appealed from the decision of the 
Chair, and upon the appeal the yeas and nays 
were ordered; and, being taken, resulted—yeas | 
99, nays 76. 

Thus the decision of the Chair, that the motion 
to lay the subject upon the table was in order, 
was sustained by the House. 

The question then recurred upon the motion | 
of Mr. Be tser, to lay the subject upon the table, | 
and upon this motion the yeas and nays were 
ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 78, nays 
107; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Belser, Bidlack, 


| James Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Boyd, Jacob 
| Brinkerhoff, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, Burt, 
| Caldwell, Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Chappell, Clinton, 


Cobb, Cross, Cullom, Daniel, Dean, Dellet, Dickinson, 


| Ficklin, Foster, French, Grider, Hammett, Haralson, Hen- 
| ley, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hughes, Jameson, 
| Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston | 
King, Labranche, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, MecClernand, || 


McConnell, Mathews, Moore, Murphy, Norris, Owen, 
Payne, David 8S. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Russell, 


| St. John, Saunders, Simpson, Slidell, Robert Smith, Steen- 
| rod, Stone, Strong, Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, ‘Tib 


NAYS—Meessrs. Abbott, Adams, Anderson, Ashe, Baker, 
Barnard, Beardsley, Benton, Edward J. Black, Brodhead, 


| Buffington, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Causin, Clinch, Cling- 
| man, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, Richard D. Davis, Jolin 


W. Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Dun 


| lap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Fish, Foot, Giddings, Byram 
| Green, Grinnell, Hale, Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Hays, 
‘ 7 | Herrick, Hubbell, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, 
propositions now. They could dispense with || 


James B. Hunt, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, John P. 
Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lyon, 
McCauslen, McClelland, McDowell, Meclivaine, Marsh, 


| Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Morse, Moseley, Nes, 
are P ul : avit. || Newton, Parmenter, Patterson, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, 
SCHENCK withdrew his motion, with the inti- | 


ion that he should make it at another oppor- | 
mation | PP | Schenck, Senter, Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, David 


Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, Rayner, 
Charles M. Reed, Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers, Sample, 


| I.. Seymour, Simons, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb 


tunity. 
The SPEAKER then put the question on the | 


B. Smith, Spence, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, 


| John Stewart, Summers, Svkes, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, 
| Vinton, Wheaton, White, Williams, Winthrop, William 
| Wright, and Joseph A. Wright—107. 


The motion to lay on the table was negatived. 
Some conversation on a point oforder ensed,in 


| which Messrs. JONES, of Tennessee, THOMP- 


SON, and the SPEAKER, took part. 
Mr. WELLER moved to lay the appeal on 


| the table; which motion was carried. 


The SPEAKER stated the division of the ques- 


| tion,as proposed by the gentleman from Ohno, to 
| be; first, to take the question on adopting the re- 
| port of the gentleman from Virginia, with the ex- 
| ception of the 23d and 96th rules, as numbered in 


the amendments, and afterwards to take the ques- 


| tion on each of those rules separately. 


Mr. SCHENCK, by general consent, withdrew 


| the call for the yeas and nays, and tellers were 


ordered instead; when the question was first taken 
on adopting the amendment of Mr. Dromcoote, 


| with the exceptions above stated, and decided in 


the affirmative. ' 
The question was then taken on retaining the 


| 23d rule, (excluding abolition petitions,) and 
| decided in the negative—yeas 86, nays 106; as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, Atkinson, Barringer, Belser, Ed- 
ward J. Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Boyd, Jacob 
Brinkerhoff, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. 
Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Cansin, Reuben 
Chapman, Chappell, Clinch, Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickinson, Drom 
goole, Ficklin, French, Grider, Hammett, Haralson,Holmes, 
Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hughes, Jameson, Cave 
W. Jones, Preston 


McConnell, Mathews, Moore, Murphy, Newton, Norris, 
Payne, Peyton, Pratt, Rayner, David 5S. Reid, Reding, 


' Relfe, Rhett, Saunders, Senter, Simpson, Slidell, Robert 
' Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Sam- 


mers, Taylor, Thomasson, Thomp<on, ‘Tibbatts, ‘Tucker, 


| Weller, Wentworth, and Woodward—86. 


NAYS —Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Beardsicy, Benton, Bidlack, James Black, Brodhead, 
Buffington, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Clingman, Clinton, Col 
lamer, Cranston, Dana, Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, 
Dean, Dickey, Dillingham, Dunlap, Ellis, Emer, Parlee, 
Fish, Foot, Foster, Gidding, Byram Green, Grinnell, Hale, 
Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Henley, Herrick, Hubbell, 
Iludson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irving, Jenks, Perley BR. Johnson, An- 
drew Kennedy, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Kirk- 
patrick, Leonard, Lyon, MeCausien, McClelland, McDow- 
ell, Mellvaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, 
Morse, Moseley, Nes, Owen, Parmenter, Patterson, Elisha 
. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, Rath- 
bun, Charles M. Reed, Ritter, Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers, 
Russell, Sample, Schenck, Severance, Thomas H. Sey- 
mour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Albert Smith, John T. 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Spence, Stetson, 








; Vance, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Williams, Winthrop, 


Wilhain Wright, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—106. 


Mr. CAMPBELL moved an adjournment. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, called for the 
yeas and nays; but they were not ordered. 

Mr. LEWIS called for tellers, and they were 


ordered; and Messrs. Hunt and Betser were 


appointed, and reported 46 in the affirmative and 
98 in the negative. 


| Coles, Cross, 


+ Rogers, Ru 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. BOYD moved to lay the whole subject on 
the table. 


On this motion the yeas and nays were called 


| for, and ordered. 


Mr. SAMPLE inquired whether, if this mo- 
tion prevailed, it would not carry to the table that 
portion which had been acted upon, as well as 
that which remained for the action of the House? 

The SPEAKER replied that it would. 

The yeas and nays were then taken; and re- 
sulted—yeas 88, nays 99; as follows: 


YEAS— Messrs, Ashe. Atkinson, Barringer, Belser, Bid- 


| lack, Edward J. Black, James Black, Blackwell, Bossier, 
| Bower, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Aaron V. 
| Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Camp 


srown, Miltoa 


bell, Causin, Reuben Chapman, Chappell, Clinch, Cobb, 
Cullom, Daniel, Garrett: Davis, Deberry, 


| Dickinson, Fieklin, Freneh, Grider, Hammett, Haralson, 


Hays, Henley, Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, 


| Hughes, Jameson, Cave Joinson, Andrew Jolinson, George 


W. Jones, Preston King, Labranche, Lewis, Lucas, Lump 
kim, MeClernand, McConnell, Moore, Newton, Norris, 


| Payne, Peyton, Pratt, Reyner, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, 
| Rhett, St. John, Saunders, Senter, Simpson, Slidell, Robert 
| Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Sunt- 


mers, ‘Tavilor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tucker, 


| Weiler, Wentworth, and Woodward—8s. 
| 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Anderson, Barnard, 


| Beardsley, Benton, Brodhead, Buffington, Cary, Carrol, 
| Catlin, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, 
| Davis, John W. Davis, Dean, Dickey, Dillingham, Drom- 


Dana, Richard D. 


goole, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Fish, Foot, Poster, 
Giddings, Byram Green, Grinnell, Hale, Hamlin, Hardin, 
Harper, Herrrick, Hubbell, Hudson, Hungerford, Wash- 
ington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, 
Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. 
King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lyon, Metau-len, MeClel- 
land, MeDowell, Meclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, 
Joseph Morris, Morse, Moseley, Nes, Parmenter, Patterson, 
Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, 
Rathbun, Charles M. Reed, Ritter, Rotmnson, Rockwell, 
ell, Sample, Schenck, Severance, Thomas UH, 


; Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Albert Smith, John 


} 


T. Smith, Cateb B. Smith, Spence, Stetson, Andrew Stew 
art, Jolin Stewart, Svkes, Tilder, Tyler. Vance, Vinton, 
Wheaton, White, Williams, Winthrop, William Wright, 
Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—99. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana, moved an adjourn- 
ment; which motion was negatived. 

Mr. BARRINGER called for a further division 
of the question, so that a distinct vote might be 


taken upon the 40th and 41st rules; which are aa 


follows: 


40. It shall not be in order forany member, under cover 
of a proposition to correct the Journal, to move tosprend on 
the Journal any paper or document which the House has 
previously refused to receive or hear read. 

“41. When motions are made to correct or amend the 
Journal, by the insertion of papers or documents therein, if 
the House shall not decide in tavor of the proposition, the 
papers or documents so proposed to be inserted shali not 


| be entered on the Journal, notwithstanding the yeas and 
| nays may be desired by one filth of the members present, 
| and entered onthe Journal.”’ 


} 


Objection was made to a further division, and 


| the Speaker being called upon to decide the point, 


was understood to give it as his epinion, that the 
division which the gentleman proposed could not 


| now be made unless there was a reconsideration 
| of the vote by which the amendment of the gen- 


| 
} 
j 


} 
i 


} 
} 
| 
‘ 


| 
i 
| 


i 
} 


' 
} 
tt 
} 


| scinded or changed without one day’s 
| the motion therefor; ner shall any rul 
| cept by a vote of at least two thirds of the members present; 


tleman from Virginia was adopted—the proposi- 
tion being to strike out and insert. 

Mr. BARRINGER then moved a reconsider- 
ation of that vote. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested that a reconsid- 


'| eration could not be moved unul the whole ques- 


tion had been determined. 

The SPEAKER declared such to be the opin- 
ion of the Chair; and proceeded to put the ques- 
tion upon the adoption of the 96th rule. 

Upon this motion the yeas and nays were de- 
manded and ordered. 

Mr. BARNARD asked for a division of this 


| rule at the word ** present.”’ 


The question was accordingly put on agreeing 
to the first branch of the rule: 
«96. No standing rule or order of the House shall be re- 


lice being given of 
be suspended, ex- 


|| nor shall the order of business, as established by the rules, 
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thirds of the members present 
lt was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. RHETT then called for a further division 
of the rale, and the question was taken upon the 
followime: 

* But the House may, at any time, by a vote of a majority 
of the incipbers present, suspend the rules and orders tor 


the purpose of going into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union ” 


It was agreed to. 

Upon the remaining clause, in these words: 

*Andaleoof! providing for the discharge of the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union trom the considera 
tien of any bill referred to it, after acting. without debate, 
on all amendments pending, and that may be offored,”’ 

The yeas and nays were taken, and resulted — 

eas 93, nays 78. 

The SPEAKER then said that the last branch 
of the resolutions 
House, the question would be on agreeing to the 
report as amende ad. 

Mr. BARRINGER moved the reconsideration 
of the vote by which the 96th rule was adopted, 

Mr. WELLER moved that the House adjourn; 
and the question being tuken by tellers, was de- 
cided in the affirmative, 

The House adjourned. 





having been agreed to by the 













IN SENATE 
Wepnespvay, Ff: bruary 28, 1844. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report from the War Departinent, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 
Qist instant, on the practicabiluy and expense of 
erecting a fortification on the east side of Dau- 
phin Isiand; whic was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, aud ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the War Denart- 
ment, In compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the Ist tustant, covering a report from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affurs, showing how 
many Cherokee lidins remain east of the Mis- 
sissippl river, and the reason why they were not 
removed with the other Cherokees, &c.; which 
was referred to the Committee on Lidian Affairs. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a pe- 
tion from J. A. Bell, Ezekiel Starr, and John 
Rogers, in behalf of certain Cherokee Indians, 
representing the grievances under which they 
labor, and praying the interposition of the Gov- 
ernment; which was referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 



























and others, citizens of Louisiana, praying for the 
establishment of a mail route from Harrisonburg 
to Providence in that State; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. BREESE presented the petition of Henry 
Scott and two hundred and fifty others, citizens 
of Clinton and St. Clair counties, Hlinois, praying 
for the establishment of a mail route from Car- 
lyle, in Clinton county, by Hanover and Mas- 
cautah, to Bellville, in St. Clair county. 

Mr. B. remarked, on presenting this petition, 
that it was signed by many of his most respect- 
able constituents; and the proposed route would 
pass through a very flourishing settlement of in- 
dustrious and enterprising Germans, who had, at 
their own expense, thrown a bridge over an im- 
portant stream on the route. As he had moved 
a resolution to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, directung an inquiry as to the 
expediency of establishing this route, he hoped 
these few remarks would attract the notice of 
that committee, and that they would incorporate 
it into the dill establishing new mailroutes, 

On his motion, the petition was referred to the 
Committee en the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BREESE presented the letter of the Sec- 
retary of Surte of Hiiwois, covering several memo- 
rials of the same General Assembly, viz: 

A memorial praying for a sufficient appropria- 
tion to remove the snags and other obstructions 
to the navigation of the Mississippi river, and 
setting forth the losses to which the trade and 
commerce of the West was subjected from the 
want of adequat appropriations. 

Also, their megorial praying for the improve- 
ment of the radids of the Des Moines, and at 
Rock Island, mi the Mississippi river; which, on 







































be postponed or changed. except by a vote of atleast two | 


Also, a petition from George W. Drummond, | 


THE CONGR 


IONAL 
his motion, were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of the same 
General Assembly, praying fora modification and 
change in the present preémption laws. 

He remarked, on presenting this memorial, that 
itecontained some important suggestions, to which 
he would beg to eall the special attention of the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

On his motion, it was referred to that commit- 
tee, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a petition from Wil- 
liam P, MeConnell, representing that he had con- 
stracted g model of a steamship, at the request of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and by order of 
the Seerctary of the Navy; and prays Congress 
to adopt the principle of his plan in the construc- 
tion of stermships of war: which was referred to 
the Commuittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PEARCE presented a petition from anum- 
ber of merchants in the city of Baltimore, praying 
that the consular sysiem of the United States may 
be remodeled; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a petition from the 
heirs of ——, (name not heard,) of Virginia, 
praying seme counpensatior for Serviees during 
the war of the Revolution; which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. KING presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Alabama, instructing the Senators and 
requesting the Representatives from that State to 
use their influence to procure the passage of a law 
establishing a mail line from ‘Tuscaloosa to Tus- 
cumbia, in that State. Also, for the establish- 
ment of a daily mail route from Montgomery, in 
Alabama, to West Point, in Georgia, and thence 
to Madison, in Georgia; and to make Tuscaloosa 
a distributing office; which were referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, it was 


Ordered, That there be taken from the files the memorial 
of the General Assembly of the State of Hlinois, adopted 
at the last session thereof, praying the abolishment of the 
duty on salt; and that the same be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the Genera! Assembly of 
the State of [linois, praying the removal of restrictions 
upon the entry of quarter quarter sections of land, be taken 
— the files, and referred to the Committee on Public 

ands. * 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the General Assembly of 
the State of Ulhnois, praying for the improvement of the 





| navigation of the Mississippi river, be taken from the files, 


and reterred to the Committee on Commerce. 
REP?RTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 


|| Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 


representatives of George Duval, a Cherokee, 
and others, Cherokees; which was read, and or- 


| dered to a second reading. 


Mr. HAYWOOD, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, made an adverse report on the 
petition of Alonzo B. Davis, of the United States 
Navy, praying the allowance of pay of a grade 


| higher than that to which he is entitled, for cer- 


tain extra services; which was ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. . 

Mr. Fb. also reported, from the same commit- 
tee, a joint resolution authorizing the admission, 
in the settlement of the accounts of D. M. F. 
Thornton, a purser in the United States Navy, 
of the sum of $658, for losses of property on 
board ship; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 


REPORT OF B. F. BUTLER, 
On motion of Mr. BARROW, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
transmit to the Senate a copy of the report made by B. F. 
Butler, United States agent for the Cherokee tribe of. In- 
dians, dated 30th September, 1843, addressed to the Hon. 
T. Hartley Crawford, Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


SLAVE REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. BAGBY presented to the Senate the fol- 
lowing resolutions of the Legislature of Alabama, 
responsive to resolutions adopted by the State of 
Massachusetts, proposing so to amend the Con- 
stitution of the United States, as to strike from 
the basis of Federal representation the three fifths 
of slave pepulation 


GLOBE. 
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ary 28 


The resolutions were read, as follows: 


| 

| “The General Assemblypf the State of Ala} 

in no event, give countenance to this proposition of " 
sachusetts. The provision proposed to be stricken from 

i] Constitution contains within it the terms upon Which 1 
Union was formed; and any attempt now to change 


|| and thereby disturb the Confederacy, ought notto be oh 
| Alabama views all such attemps as evidences of baq fit 
"Gd taj 


‘| on the part of a sister State, having a direct tendeney 
|| weaken the bonds of mutual interest and good fej." 
|| which have bound us together; therefore, ngs 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representat; 
| the State of Alabama in Generai Assembly convened nt 


| the proposition of Massachusetts so to change the (o 

| tution of the United States, is considered wholly lander 

sible by the people of Alabama. _ 

Resolred, That our Senators in Congress be instructeg 

' and our Representatives requested, to use their utmox .. 
ertions against the proposed amendment of the Constit 
of the United States, to exclude the represent 
fifths of other persons. 


Mr. BAGBY said he took great pleasure in pre. 
senting these resolutions to the Senate, not op! 
because they accorded with his own opinion, but 

_ because they afforded another of the many inayj. 
festations which that State had already given of 
her attachment to the Constitution. He was called 
upon to present these resolutions for another rea. 
son. It would be recollected that when the rego. 
lutions from the General Assembly of Massachy. 
setts were presented, he had opposed the print. 
ing of them. So far as the Senator from Mas. 

_sachusetts [Mr. Bares] was concerned, he took 
great pleasure in recalling any assertion of his 

_which could impute to that gentleman a partic. 

| pation in treason against the rights of the South, 
| Whatever might be his own opinion in regard to 
the tenor and doctrines of these resolutions from 
| Massachusetts, he repeated again that he took 
great pleasure in exempting the Senator introduc. 
| ing the resolutions from any imputation contained 
in that portion of his remarks. From the short 
| acquaintance which he had had with that Sena. 
| tor, he was pleased to bear testimony to his honor 
| and patriotism. So far, therefore, as the remarks 
could be construed to imply the least censure upon 
the Senator from Massachusetts, they were en- 
| tirely withdrawn. He moved that the resolutions 
which he had just presented lie on the table, and be 
printed; and, to atone as far as he could forany in- 
| Jury he might have done to the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, he was willing, in that conciliatory 
| spirit which should prevail in all legislative bodies, 
to move to take up from the table the resolutions 
from Massachusetts. According to the dictates 
| of his own conscience, he believed it was right of 
| the General Assembly of Massachusetts to adopt 
the resolutions, and of the Senator over the way 
{Mr. Bares] to present them. He asked the 
| printing of the resolutions from the Legislature 
of Alabama; and he made a motion to that effect. 

Mr. BATES said, when he brought to the at- 
tention of the Senate, some days since, the dis- 
crimination which had been made, and the injus- 
tice which had been done to Massachusetts, by 
refusing to print the resolves of the Legislature 
of that State, he then thought, as he still thought, 
it did not become him to move a second time for 
what had been once formally denied him, He 
did not wish, upon that occasion, to get up a 
debate upon the exciting subject of slavery. A 
measure of great national importance was then 
in progress, with which he did not think it proper 
to interfere. The course of the Senator from 
Alabama [Mr. Bacay] this morning, so honora- 
ble to himself, indicated pretty clearly (as he 
thought) that he did not misjudge as to-what tt 
became him to do in behalf of his State, upon the 
occasion referred to. He did rely with some con- 
fidence upon the justice of the Senate to right the 
matter. A State had an undoubted right to pro- 

pose any amendment to the Constitution such 

| Legislature might please; and if the Legislatures 
of two thirds of the States proposed the same 
amendment, it would become the duty of Con- 
gress to act. But whether it would be expedient 
in him to propose such an amendment, was & 
question not to be settled there. The State Le- 

‘gislatures would decide the question for them- 
selves. 

Mr. BAGBY then moved to take up from the 
table the resolutions from the Legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Mr. HAYWOOD hoped that the Senators from 
Alabama and Massachusetts would let the motion 

_lie over till to-morrow. 

Mr BAGBY wished to know if the Senator 
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¢ No ; 
— If so, he would withdraw the motion, 
promising to renew it to-morrow. 


Mr. EVANS inquired if the motion had been | 


. 


withdrawn? 
| 


rth Carolina desired to debate the ques- {I Ing 10 relation to the change in the disposal of vid L. Sevmour, Simons, Simpson, Spence, Stetson, John 
| the resolutions from Massachusetts. He moved, || St¢wart, Stites, Stone, Strong, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, 


| ae ‘ at . Tibbatts, Tacker, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams 
| therefore, that the pending motion lie on the table , . ; ’ ; meer? 
: || Woodward, William Wright, Jose . Wrie us 
till to-morrow. ’ ud, William Wright, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost 


—116. 
ADJUSTMENT OF LAND CLAIMS. ] 


Mr. BARROW remarked that the Senator from |! 
New Jersey, [Mr. Mitier,] having conditionally || * 
waived his right to address the Senate to-day on || ¥°°8 and See were ordered. = 
the Oregon question, to enable him to procure || . Mr. DAVIS, of New York, inquired whether, 
action on a bill which he had the honor of intro- || 'fthis vote should pass in the negative, the House 
|; would not be without rules ? 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, obtained the 
floor, and said that, to avoid the difficulty sug- 


So the House refused to reconsider. 
The question recurred upon agreeing with the 
report as amended; and upon this question the 


The PRESIDING OFFICER made some re- | 
ly, which was not heard. 
Pe BAGBY said he would move, then, that | 
a resolutions, * taken up, though he could not 
the printing. 
voit COFIAY WOOD rose toa question of order. d ; R 
When the Senate had once decided that the res- || cing for the settlement of land claims in Louis- | 
‘ons could not be printed, was it in order to | iafa, he moved to postpone the previous orders | 
oluti¢ he motion to print? || of the day, witha view totake up thatbill. The | : 7 . 
rhe PRESIDING OFFICER decided that if || motion was put, and carried in the affirmative; gested by the gentleman from New York, and to 
aed he ake up the resolutions was agreed and the bill was taken up for consideration, as wane-ene vane WwW manne, oe a night § repose, there 
, . question would recur upon the motion to || inCommittee of the Whole—the question pending |) Y°" not some who had repented of the outrage 
My || being a substitute reported by the Committee on | upon the rights of the South by the proceedings 
Pr. KING said he would much rather this } Public Lands, for the bill providing for the ad- any’ - — move to lay the whole 
matter should lie over till to-morrow. The Sen- | jJustinent of land claims within the States of Mis- || uA CLINGM AN colledtihdleamundemdtiien 
we was very thin; and he had enother reason sont, Arkansas, Louisiana, and the Territory of | aim an sinha yeas ang nays; 
yy he would prefer not opening adebate on the || 40wa. 1] a “peer ae ° . 
wy can that can. If [ had known that such || _ An amendment was proposed by Mr. HEN- | re ene Tetanee 8 alt of the ane 
a proposition was to be before the Senate this 1 DERSON, embracing a new class of claims. It wThe SPE AKER. ned chess ine: thaenke tee 
morning, he would have come prepared to meet || Was discussed _ by Messrs. HEN DERSON, rk eat (ee the lie neal is 
it, As it was, he was not prepared to act as he | HAYWOOD, KING, BARROW and SEV IER, Mr. ADAMS lee deelt aoe he believed the 
wished to act. Besides, his colleague having ex- || till past three o clock; when, on motion of Mr. eee ad 
jained that he [Mr. Bacay] meant no personal | BARROW, the Senate adjourned. P The SPEAKER. Not all; it applies to this 
reference to the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. | — ee A a , mA 


a : re Seabee - subject. 
Rares} by the course which he had adopted when | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. || Mr. RATHBUN inquired whether the House 
the resolutions from that State were before the Wepyespay, February 28, 1844 


he presumed that explanation would be | would not be without rules, in case the subject 

Senate, he pres : . should be now laid upon the table ? 

satisfactory; and that the matter could properly |} Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, and Mr. FOS- | The SPEAKER aie d ‘i. she neansbeh (Me 

remain, for the present, asit was, It wasaques- || TER, suggested corrections of the Journal, re- | i.) event. the valen of the. lant Caubenak wiiaa 

tion of grave import; not a question of justice or || specting votes given by them yesterday. The | 40 jy foree : ne Ld 

injustice, but one which involved much more || Journal was corrected accordingly. | The ibe wih) mare ose: theeseaee., el ae 
. 8 » > r 2 ™ e ay 2 "> | « — . > ’ . 7 am 7 - ’ 

serious consequences He asked, therefore, that REPORT ON THE RULES. || sunlted—yeas 88, nays 87; as follows: 

no action be taken at that time, in order that he . 3 fo ee ory 

might have an opportunity of pursuing the course The SPEAKER then announced the business ' ee nara a 
e ° . : " nek, haware » DMCK, ames ack, ames A. Dine 

which he intended to pursue with reference to for the TOOTING hour to be on the report of the Biackwell, Bossier, Bower, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Aaron 


this question. He proposed, with a view to ef. | select committee on rules—the pending question || Vv. Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, 
fect this objeet, that the motion to print lie on the | being on the motion of the gentleman from North | Campbell, Causin, Reaben Chapman, Chappell, Clineh, 


table Carolina (Mr. Barrincer] to reconsider the vote |, Clinton, Cobb, Cross, Cullom, Daniel, John W. Davis, 
= : A: 3 . se 3 s Dean, Deberty, Dellet, Dickinson, Dromgoote, Duncan, 
Mr. BAGBY said that no one could be more | by which the Hous aeree d to the amendment of Ficklin, French, Grider, Hammett, Haralson, Henley, Hop- 
sensible than he was of the importance of the res- || the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. DromGooLe] | kins, Houston, Hubard, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson,Cave 
olutions from Massachusetts, and those from the || to the report of the select committee on rules, ex- | Jolmson, Andrew Jobnson, George W. Jones, Andrew 
Legislature of Alabama. It was of no importance || cept the 23d and 96th rules. Kennedy, Preston King, Labranche, Lewis, Lumpkin, 
B, ; ee 2 0 j ired ji > pending 
tohim what disposition might be made of the res- | Mr. BARRINGER inquired if the pe nding mo- 


McClernand, MeConnell, Mathews, Moore. Murphy, New 
. 5 ton, Norris, Payne, Peyton, Rayner, David 8. Reid, Reding, 
olutions from the General Assembly of Massa- || ¥on was debatable: : : ‘ m 
chusetts. He was perfectly indifferent as to what | The SPEAKER replied that it was not. || Slidell, Stephens, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Summers, Taylor, 


Relie, Rhett, Russell, St. John, Saunders, Senter, Simpson, 
shape the question mightassume. He had made | an Wainel mata we ee 
up his mind, upon reflection, in regard to the char- 
acter and tendency of such resolutions. In sub- | 
mitting his motion to the consideration of the | 
Senate, his only object was to do justice to the | 
Senator from Massachusetts; and in the desire to 
accomplish an object of that kind, he would rather | 
go too fur than stop short of the mark. As he felt 
capable of doing intentional injustice to thatSen- | 
ator or the State of Massachusetts, he deemed 
himself called upon to make the motion. The | 
Senate would decide upon it. 

Mr. BERRIEN begged leave to suggest to the 
gentleman [Mr. Bacny] that he would sce, from 
the course which the Senate had heretofore pur- 
sued in relation to resolutions of this kind, the 
propriety of yielding to the suggestion of the Sen- 
ator from Alabama, [Mr. Kine,] and not press 
any action upon the subject to-day. The Journal 
of the Senate would show that, when the resolu- | 
tions from Massachusetts were formerly acted 
upon, it was before a comparatively full Senate. | 
Ifthe decision was to be reversed, little, he appre- | 
hended, would be gained by pressing the matter 
now. Without, therefore, expressing any opin- | 
ion as to the decision that it might be proper for 
the Senate to make, he suggested the propriety || 
of adopting the course pointed out by the Senator | 
from Alabama, {Mr. Kine.] 

Mr. ARCHER remarked that, as it seemed to | 
be the inclination of several gentlemen that this | 
matter should be postponed, and not receive defi- | 
hite action now, he rese merely to suggest that || 
he had received from the Governor of Virginia | 
certain resolutions passed by the Legislature of | 
that State, similar in their import to those pre- || 
sented by the honorable Senator from Alabama, | 
(Mr. Bacay.] He should have presented them | 
heey: but he did not think it proper to do so in || 
the absence of his honorable colleague, who was | 
not then in his seat. He would take occasion, | 
however, to present them to-morrow; and that, 
he conceived, would be the proper time to resume 
the discussion which had taken place this morn- | 














Mr. DROMGOOLE was understood to inquire 
whether the gentleman from North Carolina coald 
move a reconsideration while the previous ques- 
tion was ordered ? 


worth, Woodward, and Yost-—e8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Avbou.Adams, Baker, Barnard, Beards- 
ley, Benton, Brodhead, Jeremiah Brown, Boffington,Cary, 
Carroll, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, Richard D. 
Mr. HUDSON inquired if a call of the House |) Pavis, Dieky. Pillingham, Duntap. Ellis, Farive, Fish, 

. li \| Foot. Foster, Giddings, Byram Green.Grinnetl, Hate. Tam 
would be in order , y | lin, Harper, Hays, Herrick, Hubbell, Wudson, Hungerford, 

Mr. PAYNE inquired of the Speaker if the | Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Tagersoli, 
motion to reconsider, made by thegentleman from | Irvin, Jenks, Pericy B. Johnson, Join P. Kennedy, Daniet 
North Carolina, should prevail, would the vote P King, Leonard, Lyon, MeCausten, MeCtelland, Me- 


; ; - || Dowell, Melivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Joseph 
upon the adoption of that rule, which makes this |) Morris, Morse, Moscley, Nes, Parmenter, Patterson. Elisha 


House an auxiliary abolition society, be recon- |) R. Potter, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, Rathbun, Charlies M. 
sidered also? || Reed, Ritter, Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers, Sample, 


Th ; . Schenck, Severance, Thomas I. Sevmour, David L. Sey- 
The SPEAKER was understood to say that i’ mour, Simons, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Spence, 


that rule was not involved in this motion. || Stetson, John Stewart, Tilden, Tyler, Vanee, Vinten, 
Some conversation followed, in which the |} White, Willinms, Winthrop, William Wright, and Josepts 

SPEAKER and several members took part; and || A- Wright—87. 

the House was then brought to a vote on the re- || Mr. REDING moved a reconsideration of the 

consideration. : vote by which the whole subject was laid on the 
Mr. BELSER called for the yeas and nays, and || table. 

they were ordered; and, being taken, resulted— || Messrs. BARNARD, SCHENCK, CLING- 

yeas 55, nays 116; as follows: (| MAN, and others, simultaneously rose, and 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashe, Barringer, Barnard, Bel- || asked if a motion for a call of the Elouse was in 

ser, James Black, Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Carroll, |) order ? 

Causin, Chappell, Clinch, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, | - : - ae é : 

Garrett Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, Foot, The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Grinnell, Grider, Harper, Washington Hunt, Irvin, Jenks, Mr. CLINGMAN moved a call of the House, 

Perley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P King, and called for the yeas and nays on the ques- 

Mellivaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, Nes, aan? tion 

Patterson, Peyton, Ramsey, Rayner, Charles M. Reed, Da ’ 7ATICE . . 

vid 8. Reid, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Caleb B. Smith, The SPEAKER said the morning hour had 

Stephens, Summers, Thomasson, Tilden, Tyler, ‘Vance, || expired. ; z 

Vinton, White, and Winthrop—55. Mr. BIDLACK moved a suspension of the 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Atkinson, Baker, ‘ . ‘ ideration of the 
Beardsley, Benton, Bidlack, Edward J. Biack, James A: | rules, to = with the cons 3 aa t 


Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Boyd Jacob Brinker- || question. . ' 
hoff, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, William J. | rown, Burke, |) Mr. CAMPBELL asked if the question of re- 
Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Cary, Reuben Chapman, Clin- || egnsideration was confined to the morning hour? 


ton, Cobb, Cross, Culiom, Dana, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, || 2DPAKE ite ; cote 
Joba W. Davie” Dean, Dillingham, Dromgoeia;-Benlag, |! The SPEAKER replicd that it was a privileged 


Bilis, Farlce, Ficklin, Fish, Foster, French, Giddings, |; question, and could be made and considered at 
Bryam Green, Hale, Ilamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Uentey, || any time. 
Herrick, Hopkins, Houston, flubard, Hubbell, Hungerford, } Some eonversation ensued between Messrs. 


James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave John- || SCHENCK, W INTHROP, HAMLIN, and the 


son, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Freston King, 4 

Labranche, Leonard, Lewis, Lumpkin, Lyon, McCau-teu, SPEAKER; when ’ 
McClelland.McClernard, McConnell, McDowell, Mathews, The question was announced by the Chair on 
Moore, Joseph Morris, Moseley, Murphy, Norris, Owen, || the motion for a eall of the House. 


Parmenter, Payne, Elisha R. Power, Purdy, Rathbun, Red- | : > ; 
ing, Rhett. Ritter, Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers, Russell, | Mr. C. M. REED moved to lay that motion 


St. Jobn, Saunders, Severance, Thomas IJ. Seymour, Da- ‘' on the table. 
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The SPEAKER had no recollection of pot 
case in which a motion to lay a motion for a call 
of the House on the table had been entertained. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, asked if it was in 
order to move fora call of the House, after the 
gentleman from New Hampshire tiad demanded 
the previous question? 

The SPEAKER replied that it was in order; 
the demand for the previous question not having 
been seconded. 

The question was then taken on the motion for 
a call of the House; and it was decided in the 
negative—yens 81, nays 101. 

So a call of the House was refused. 

Mr. WELLER moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, the 
question was taken, and decided tn the aflirma- 
tive—yeas 89, nays $2; as follows: 

VY EAS—Meessrs. Ashe, Atkinson, Barringer, Belser, Bid 
lack, Edward J. Black, James Biack, James A. Biack, 
Biackwell, Bossier, Bower, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhgil, Aaron 
V. Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Bart, Caldweil, 
Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Chappell, Chuch. Chuton, 
Cobb, Cross, Cullom, Daniel, Dean, Deberry, Detlet, Dick 
inson, Dromgoole, Duncan, Fariee, Ficklin, French, Geder, 
Harlin, Hammett, Haralson, Healey, Hopkins. Huston, 
Hubard, Jameson, Cave Johuson, Andrew Jolnson, George 
W. Jones, Audrew Kennedy, Preston King, Labranche, 
Leonard, Lewis. Lumpkin, MeCleruand, MeConnell, Math- 
ews, Mvore, Murphy, Norris, Owen, Payne, Peyton, David 
8. Reid, Reding, Rette, Ritter, Russell, >t. John, Saunders, 
Senter, Simpson, Slidell, Stephens, John Stewart, Stiles, 


Stone, Strong, Summers, Taylor, Thomassou, Thompson, | 


Tibbatts,; Tucker, Weller, Weutworth, Woodward, and 
VYost—ry 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Bar 
nard, Beardsiey, Benton, brodhead, Jeremiah Brown, Buf 
fington, Cary, Carroll, Causin, Clhaogman, Collamer, Crans 
ton, Dana, Richard D. Davis, Dickey, Dillingham, Dunlap, 
Ellis, Fish, Foot, Po<ter, Giddings, Bryam Green, Grinnell, 
Uale. Harper, Hays, Herrick, Hubbell, thadson, Hungertord, 
Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Jobusen, John P Kennedy, Daniel 
P. King, Lyon, MeCausten, McClelland, McDowell, Mc- 
Iivaine, Maresh, Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Morse, 
Moseley, Parmenter, Patterson, Elisha K. Potter, Preston, 
Purdy, Ramsey, Rathbun, Charles M 


Hi. Seymour, David 1,. Seymour, Albert Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Spence, Stetson, Audrew Stewart, Tilden, Tyler, 
Vanee, Vinton, White, Williams, Winthrop, William 
Wright, and Joseph A. Wright—82. 


So the whole subject was laid on the table, 
leaving the rules of the Twenty-Seventh Con- 


gress in force, and among them the rule exclud- 
ing abolition petitions. 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the Senate were read 
twice, and referred to appropriate committees: 
An act to require one of the judges of the cir- 


cuit court for the District of Columbia hereafter || 


to reside at Alexandria; 


An act to incorporate the Georgetown College | 


of the District of Columbia; 

An act directing the transfer to the State of 
Maryand of stock belonging to the United States 
in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal; and 

An act authorizing the Secretary of the Treas- 


ury to make an arrangement or compromise on | 
the bond given to the United States by the sure- | 


ties of Samuel Swartwout. 
NOTICES. 


Mr. ADAMS gave notice that he proposed to- || 


morrow to call up the report of the Committee on 
Rules, which had this day been laid on the table. 
Mr. DAVIS, of New York, rose to say that 


on the next resolution day he should offer a res- | 


olution to repeal the 234 rule, or whatever num- 


ber the rule rejecting abolition petitions might 
be. 


Mr. WELLER and others objected to the re- 
ception of the notice. 


Reed, Robinson, || 
Rockwell, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Severenee, Thomas | 
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others. 
On the motion of Mr. VANCE, the Committee 


of Claims was discharged from various memo- | 


rials; and from the same committee he made va- 
rious adverse reports. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports; which were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. VANCE, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report in the case of Cyrus C. Scott; 
which was laid upon the table, and ordered toe 
printed, 

Mr. COBB, fromthe same committee, made an 
adverse report in the case of William F. Maver; 
which was laid upon the table and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. STEPHENS, from the same committee, 
reported a joint resolution in favor of Saltmarsh 
and Fuller, and also a joint resolution in favor of 
William Fuller; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole Llouse, and the accompany- 
ing reports were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, cer- 
tain testimony was referred to the Committee of 
Elections. 

Mr. C. M. REED, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back the bill for the estab- 
lishment of a collection district at Chicago, with- 
out amendment; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole Llouse, and made the order 
of the day for to-morrow, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, made an adverse report upon 
the petition of Hughes; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

| He also reported back the bill (No. 82) for the 
relief of Eaton Nance, without amendment. 

Mr. CALDWELL observed that this was a 
bill to which there could be no objection. It 

|| merely declared thata patent which had not been 
signed by the President should be made valid; he 
moved, therefore, that it be now engrossed, and 
read a third time; which was carried. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, also reported back bill 
(No. 81) granting the right of preémption to cer- 
tain lands in the town of Perrysburg, in the State 
of Ohto. 

Mr. VANCE intimated his intention to debate 
| the bill; 

And, on motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, 
it was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands was discharged from the 
further consideration of one of the subjects re- 
ferred to it by the House, namely, an inquiry con- 
|| cerning a reduction of the number of clerks in the 
|| General Land Office; and the same was referred 
|| to the Committee on Retrenchment. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, from the Committee on 
| Public Lands, made adverse reports in the cases 
‘| of O’Bryant McNamer and Mary Ann Bruner; 
which were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed, 

On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands was discharged from the 
further consideration of the claim of George 8. 
Collins. 

On motion of Mr. BOYD, the same committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the petition of Cyrus Russell, and others, in rela- 
tion to school lands in Missouri. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana, the 
| papers in the case of George 8S. Collins, in which 
|, an adverse report had just been made by Mr. 
McCiernanp, were referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House. 





| 
| 
i 


| 
| 
| 


| av . J i “ t 
eEPonTé FROM COMMITTEES. | Mr. CAMPBELL, from the Committee for the 


On the motion of Mr. VANCE, the rules of 
the House were suspended to permit the standing 
committees to make such reports as would not 
give rise to debate. 


On the motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, the | 


Committee of Ways and Means was discharged 
from the further consideration of certain peti- 
tions. 


Mr. VANCE, from the Committee of Claims, | 


reported the following bills; which were read 


twice, and committed to the Committee of the 


Whole: 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain F Shannon. 


District of Columbia, reported back, without 
amendment, the bill of the Senate for providing 
an insane asylum within the District of Colum- 
bia; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House, and made the order of the day for 
to-morrow. 

Mr. C. also reported a bill supplemental to an 
act for the regulation of arrests on mesne process; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House to-morrow, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. DICKEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back Senate bill No. 39, without 

| amendment; which was referred to the Commit- 
‘ tee of the Whole House. 


A bill for the relief of George W. Clark and |! Mr. SAUNDERS, from the same c 








_ February 9g 


2 OMMittes 
made an adverse report in the case of Manne 
aN 


Cruzat; which was laid upon the table 
dered to be printed. F Hes and op 
| Mr.S8. also reported back **A bill to repeal 
| act supplementary to an act entitled an rn 
-amend an act, approved in the year 1800 on 
tled an act to amend an act to establish judicig 
courts in the United States,’’ without Smear 
| ment; and-moved that it be read a third time ang 
assed, ‘ 
Mr. BIDLACK objected. 
On motion of Mr. SAUNDERS, it was th, 
| referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed, , 

Mr. SAUNDERS asked that the committes 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
memorial of certain citizens of t lorida, contain. 
ing charges against Samuel Douglass, Unite 
| States judge of Florida. 

_ Mr. LEVY inquired on what ground it was th, 
| committee desired to be discharged ? 

Mr. SAUNDERS replied that the commits 
were of opinion, from the evidence before them 
that the charges were not fully sustained, 

Mr. FRENCH, from the Committee on the 
| Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
| Hunt and Alexander Caldwell; which was pp. 
| ferred to the Committee of the Whole to-morrow 

and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. F. asked and obtained leave to withdray 
from the files the petition of Israel Thomas, anj 
the accompanying papers, the claim having been 
| realized under the existing law. 


Mr. DILLINGHAM, from the same commit. 
| tee, asked that the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the case of John 
| Daniel and others; which was agreed to. 
| Mr. D. made adverse reports on the memorial 
of David Cook; and on that of Benjamin Heart; 
which were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
| printed. 
| Mr. D. reported a bill for the relief of Charles 
| Holt; which was read twice, and referred to the 
, Committee of the Whole House, and made the 
order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered to 
| be printed. 
| Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, from the Committee 
| on Private Land Claims, to which had been re- 
| ferred the memorial of Woodson & Wren, made 
| a report thereon, accompanied by a bill for their 
| relief; which was read twice, referred, and or- 
| dered to be printed. 

Mr. B., from the same committee, made an un- 
| favorable report on the case of John P. Lauder- 
| man; which was laid on the table, and ordered 
| to be printed. 
| Mr. SLIDELL, from the same committee, 
_ reported a bill for the relief of James Kemper; 
| which was read twice, referred, and ordered to 

be printed. 

Mr. POTTER, of Rhode Island, from the same 

committee, reported a bill for the relief of John 
| Miller; which was read twice, referred, and or- 
| dered to be printed. 
| He also, from the same committee, reported a 
| bill for the relief of James Journey; which was 
read twice, referred, and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. CROSS, from the same committee, moved 

that said committee be discharged from the far- 
ther consideration of the petitions of Andrew 
' Chaward, Badio Flores, Antoine La Rue, and 
| Jacob Thomas; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McDOWELL, from the Committee on 
| Military Affairs, to which had been referred the 
| memorial of the heirs of the late General William 
Eaton, made a report thereon, accompanied by & 
| bill for their relief; which was read twice, re- 
| ferred, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MURPHY, from the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs, to which was referred the report of the 
| Secretary of the Navy, relative to the construc- 
| tion of a dry-dock in New York harbor, upon 
| the plan of using, as an elevating power, the water 
of the Croton aqueduct, &c., made to the House 
/on the 19th of February instant; and also, sev- 


|| eral petitions of J. S. Gilbert, asking a delay of 


all action on the subject of floating-docks, and 
| withholding all appropriation until an examine- 
| tion shall be made, made a report thereon, accom- 
| panied Wy an amendment to the naval appropri- 
ation bill; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 
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copies were ordered to be printed. | 


Mr. ATKINSON, from the Committee on Na- 


occupancy with Great Britain, of the territory 
of Oregon; to establish a territorial government 


yal Affairs, to which had been referred the memo- || over it; and to oppose every measure tending to 


tains Lewis Warrington, J. B. Nichol- 

ral otk Voorhees, and others, made an un- 
favorable report thereon; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs was discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of John J. 
Wolfanden; and the same was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. : 

Mr. SIMONS, from the Committee on Revo- | 
jutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of Elizabeth Fitch; and a bill granting a pension 
to Elias Hill; which were read twice and referred. 

Mr. McILVAINE, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Daniel Clapp and | 
Betsey Clapp; which was read twice, and referred. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD, from the same commit- | 
tee, reported the following bills; which were read 
twice, and referred: ; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Ingalls; | 

A bill for the relief of Abigail Gibson; 

A bill for the relief of Franklin Pambler,Charles 
Pambler, and Elizabeth Pambler, surviving chil- | 
dren of Elizabeth Rowe; 

A bill for the relief of Violet Calhoun, widow | 
of John Calhoun; and 

A bill for the relief of Sally McGraw. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the 

etitions of Moses Davis, Levi Brown, Joseph 
Dizon, John McNair, and others. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the petition of Emanuel Shrobe, 
reported a bill for his relief; which was read twice, 
and referred. 

Mr.CULLOM, from the same committee, made 


vorable report upon the petition of Fran- || 1, te 
an unfa f p F | may be, to the village of Geneva, in Walworth county, and 


cis Ducoing; which was laid upon the table, and | 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SMITH, of New York, from the same | 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of Samuel | 
Butler, of Virginia; which was read twice and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. TILDEN, from the same committee, made | 
an unfavorable report on the petition of Levi M, | 
Roberts; which was laid on the table. 

He also, from the same committee, reported a || 











bill for the relief of Elijah Blodget; which was || 


read twice, and referred. 

Mr. FICKLIN, from the Committee on Roads | 
and Canals, to whom were referred the several | 
memorials on the subject, reported a bill granting 
to the States of Indiana and Illinois, a portion of | 
the unsold lands in the Vincennes, Palestine, and | 
Shawneetown land districts, to aid in the comple- 
tion of a national thoroughfare, connecting Lake | 
Erie with the Ohio, by the improvement of the 
navigation of Wabash river; which was read 
twice, and referred. 

Mr. HARPER, from the Committee on Pat- | 
ents, submitted a resolution, directing that three | 
thousand copies of the report of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents, and one thousand five hundred | 
copies of the report of expired patents, be printed, | 


and that one hundred copies be set apart for the || 


use of Congress. 
Mr. McDOWELL, from the Committee on | 


Accounts, reported a resolution regulating the 


employment and compensation of the messengers || 


and pages of the House. 


Mr. STILES reported a joint resolution in re- || 


lation to the case of Saltmarsh and Overton, mail 
contractors; which was read twice,and committed. | 

Varjous other reports were made, the titles of | 
which were not obtained. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. | 


Mr. DROMGOOLE gave notice, for the in- | 
formation of tHe House, that the appropriation 
bills would be pressed forward, day by day, by | 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, or some member thereof, in the following 
order: The Military Academy bill, the fortifica- 
tion bill, the Army bill, the Navy bill, and the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

OREGON. 
Mr. WENTWORTH presented joint resolu- 


tions from the Legislature of Illinois, instructing | 


i 
j 


} 





cede or negotiate in any way any portion of the | 
American continent west of the Rocky Mount- | 
ains, between 420 and 54° 40’ of north latitude; 


which were referred to the Committee on Territo- | 
ries, and ordered to be printed. 


i 
| 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, gave notice 
of his intention to ask leave to introduce a bill to 
alter the mode of measuring the tonnage of ships. 

The House then adjourned. 





The following petitions, presented to day, were handed | 


to the reporters by the members presenting thei: 

By Mr. LUMPKIN: The petition of a number of citizens 
of Tennessee and Georgia, asking for the establishment of 
a mail route from Cleveland, in the State of Tennessee, to 
Rome, in Georgia, by the way of Alder Branch, Dogwood, 
Medicinal Springs, and through Armachie Valley; which 
was referred to tie Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

By Mr. BLACK, of Pennsylvania: Certain documents 
in support of the claims of Thomas C. Miller, relative toa 
contract with the United States fer working an ore bed near 
Harper’s Ferry, in the State of Virginia ; which were re 
ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The testimony in the case 
of the claim of Benjamin Turman’s heirs, of Indiana. 

By Mr. STEENROD: The petition of the citizens of 
Wheeling, Virginia, in favor of the bill reported by Hon. A. 
DuNcaN, providing for a uniform day for the election of 
President and Vice President throughout the United States. 

By Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin: Address of the Council 
and House of Representatives of the Territory of Wiscon 


| sin, to the Senate and House of Representatives of the Uni 


ted States, relative to the infringement of the boundaries 
of Wisconsin ; which was referred to the Committee on 


| . 
| Territories. 


Also, the petition of two hundred and forty citizens of 


| the Territory ot Wisconsin, asking Congress for an appro- 


priation for the construction of a macadamized road from 
Southport, in the county of Racine, in as direct a line as 


thence to the village of Beloit. in Rock county ; which was 
referred ta the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the Territory of Wisconsin, 
asking Congress to establish a mail route on the most di 
rect and eligible ground, from Chicago, State of Illinois, 
via Wheeling, Mellenry, and Solon, in said State, to Ge- 
neva, in the county of Walworth, and Territory of Wiseon 
sin, and thence to connect with the route from Geneva, via 
Elkhorn, Whitewater, and Cold Spring, and terminating at 
Fort Atkinson, in Jefferson county, in said Territory ; which 
Was referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Also, the petition of Alexander Neely, and one hundred 
and seventy-seven others, citizens of Boon county, State 
of Hlinois, asking an appropriation for a harbor at the town 


of Southport, in the Territory of Wisconsin ; which was re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


By Mr. HOGE: The petition of Numan Campbell, L. 8. | 


Swezey, and thirty-one others, citizens of Winnebago coun- 


ty, State of Illinois, remonstrating against the annexation | 


of Texas to the Union; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. FICKLIN: The memorial of Alvin Paine and 
others, citizens of Edgar county, [linois, asking an appro- 
priation of land for the completion of the national thorough - 
tare between the lakes and the Ohio, by the improvement 
of the navigation of the Wabash. 

By Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania : The memorial of cit- 
izens of Philadelphia, against a repeal of the duties on rail 


|| road iron. 


Also, the memorial of John B. Budd, of Philadelphia, 
asking the payment of a certificate of debenture. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Philadelphia, asking an 
appropriation for a dfy dock at the navy-vard at that port. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of Foster Hooper and 
one hundred and eighteen others, citizens of Fall River and 
its vicinity, in Bristol county, Massachusetts, for the crec- 
tion by the Government of a fire-proof building fora cus- 
tom-house in that town. 

By Mr. TYLER: The petition of H. N. Farnham and 
others, praying for the erection of a light-house at the 
mouth ot Cattaraugus creek, New York, and forthe further 
prosecution of the public works at that place. 

Also, the petition of J. B. Babcock and others, praying for 
the further prosecution of the unfinished works at Barce- 
lona harbor, Chautauque county, New York. 

By Mr. HAYS: The petition of citizens of western 
Pennsylvania, praying for the improvement of the Alleghany 
river, between the city of Pittsburg and Olean; also, the 
memorial of a convention of delegates from eight counties 
in western Pennsylvania, held at the town of Franklin, in 
Venango county, Pennsylvania, on the same subject; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. LEONARD : The petition of William Simpson, of 
the city of New York, for compensation for depredations 


| committed by the United States troops during the last war; 


which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 
By Mr. ANDERSON: The petition of John J. Clapp 


and fifty-two citizens of Worcester county, asking Congress | 


to make an appropriation for the improvement of Sawpit 
harbor; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Illinois: The petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Madison county, [linois, praying a reduetion of 


letter postage; which was referred to the Committee on the || 


her Senators and requesting her Representatives || Post Office and Post Koads. 


ue. 


On motion of Mr. LEVY, one thousand extra | to use their exertions to annul the article of joint || Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Madison county 
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ry 
Miinois, praying a reduction of the salaries, fees, and per 


diem allowance of the officers of the General Government, 
and especially of the members of Congress; which was 


) referred to the Committee on Retrenchment. 


_ By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition for a mail route 
from Chicago to Roscoe, and a petition for a mail route from 
Lafayette (Indiana) to Peoria, Iilinois ; which were referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Vermillion county, fora 
grant of land to improve the Wabash river; which was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The petition of Mrs. Sarah Ham 
mond, widow of John Hammond, deceased, praying that a 
law may pass allowing her a pension commensurate with 
the services of her husband in the revolutionary war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

By Mr. RATHBUN: The petition of Slocum Haviland 
and one hundred others, praying for retrenchment in the 
public expenditures, and also for a reduction of the per 
diem and travel fees of members of Congress; which was 


} referred to the Committee on Retrenchment. 


Also, the petition of Allen Thomas and sixty others, cit- 


| izens of Cayuga county, New York, praying for a reduc- 


| tion of the rates of postage ; 


whieh was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. LYON: The petition of thirty citizens of Branch 
county, Michigan, fora reduction of postage, and the re- 
striction of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. HAMLIN: ‘The petition of Frederick A. But- 
man and twenty-five others, citizens of Dixmont, Maine, 
tora reduction of all letter postage to five cents, witha 
corresponding reduction on newspapers, and for the entire 
abolition of the franking privilege ; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio: The petition of Horace Hol- 
land, asking for the establishment of a mail route from 
Marietta, Washington county, to Woodsfield, Monroe 
county, Ohio; which was referred to the Comniittee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Ohio: The petition of Samuel 
Dye aud one hundred and eighty others, citizens of the 
counties of Monroe and Washington, Ohio, praying forthe 
establishment of a mail route from Manetta, up the valley 
of Litthe Muskingum, to Woodsfield ; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

By Mr. WRIGHT, of Indiana: The petition of R. D. 
Moffatt and two hundred and twelve others, citizens of the 
county of Vermillion, in the State of Indiana, asking for a 
portion of the vaeant lands in the States of Indiana and 
[ilinois, for the purpose of improving the Wabash river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the papers and petition of James W. Sway, asking 
for compensation for work done on the national road; 
which was referred to the Committee of Claims, 

Also, the papers in the application of Levy Johnson, of 
Hendricks county, Indiana, asking for a pension for wounds 
received in the last war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. OWEN: The memorial of C. Gremes and sixty- 
three others, citizens of [linois, in favor of the continuation 


of the Cumberland road. 


Also, the memorial of 8. W. Stephens and ninety-three 


| others, citizens of Indiana, in favor of a grant of land to 
| complete the Central canal to Evansville. 


Also, the memorial of Alexander Burns, jr., and two 
hundred and twenty-two others, citizens of Indiana, in 
favor of the abolition of the franking privilege, and the re- 
duction of postage. 

3y Mr. CHAPPELL: A petition from the Mavor of the 
city of Macon, Georgia, and upwards of three hundred citi- 
zens, praying a reduction of the rates of postage and the 
abolishment of the franking privilege, except so far as the 
same may be strictly necessary in the transaction of the 


| business of the Post Office Department; which was referred 
| to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of Daniel Newell, of 
Scituate, Massachusetts, for a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HAYS: The memorial of citizens of Western 
Pennsylvania, for an extension of the national road by a 
lateral branch, from a convenient point at or near the base 


| of the Laurel Hill to the city of Pittsburgh; thence to the 


State arsenal at Meadville; and thence to the harbor of 
Presque Isle; which was referred to the Committee on 


| Roads and Canals. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvrspay, February 29, 1844. 


Immediately after the reading of the Journal of 
yesterday, ; 
The following message was received from the 


| President of the United States by the hands of his 
| Private Secretary, Joun Tyrer, jr. It was read, 
| as follows: 

| To the Senate and 


House of Representatives of the United States: 

I have to perform the melancholy duty of announcing to 
the two Houses of Congress the death of the Hon. Ahei P. 
Upshur, late Secretary of State, and the Hon. Thomas W. 
Gilmer, late Secretary of the Navy. 

This most lamentable occurrence transpired on board the 
United States ship of-war the Princeton, yesterday, at about 
half after four o’clock in the evening, and proceeded from 
the explosion of one of the large guns of that ship. 

The loss which the Government and the country have 
sustained by this deplorable event is heightened by the 
death, at the same time, and by the same cause, of several 
distinguished persuns and valuable citizens. 

I shall be permitted to express my great grief at an occur- 


| rence which has so suddenly stricken from my side two 


gentiemen, upon whose advice | so confidently relied in the 


| discharge of my arduous task of administering the office of 
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the executive department; and whose services, at this in- Resolved, 


teresting period, were of such vast importance. 


In some relief of the public sorrow which must necessa- 1 


rily accompany this most painful event, it affords me much | 
eati#(action to eay that it was produced by no carelessness | 


|| by the hands of Mr, McNutrry, their Clerk, an- 


or inatiention On the part of the officers and crew of the 
Princeton; but must be set down as one of those casualties 
which, toa greater or lees degree, attend upon every ser- 
vice, and which are invarially incident to the temporal 
affairs of mankind. 

I will also add, that it in no measure detracts, in my esti- 
mation, from the value of the improvements contemplated 


in the construction of the Princeton, or from the merits of || 


her brave and distinguished commander and projector. 


JOUN TYLER. 
Wasuinoron, February 29, 1844, 


The message having been read, 


Mr. RIVES addressed the Senate as follows: | 


Mr. President, the general feeling of the Senate | 
has, [am sure, already anticipated me in what I | 


have risen to suggest. The awful calamity com- 
municated to us in the message of the President 
just read, and which has made of yesterday, with 
all its unearthly brightness, one of the darkest 
and most inauspicious days in our national cal- 
endar, is but too well known to the Senate, inall 
iis dreadful details and heart-rending results. 
Surely, Mr. President, never, in the mysterious 
ordinances of God, has a day on earth been 
marked in its progress by such startling and as- 
tounding contrasts—opening and advancing with 
hilarity and joy, mutual congratulation and pa- 
triotic pride, and closing in scenes of death and 
disaster, of lamentation and unutterable woe. It 
was my sad fortune, Mr. President, to be an eye- 
witness of these never-to-be-forgotten events. If 
I had language to describe them, the power of 
speech would fail me. 

I have risen, in the midst of the universal sad- 


| 
| 


| 
| 


THE 


1} 


| 
| 





ness and dejection of heart which prevail around 
me,and under the overpowering weight of my 
own feelings, to suggest the propriety of suspend- 
ing our ordinary labors and pursuits, in the pres- 
ence and under the chastisement of this awful 
visitation of Providence. It has fallen to the lot 
of my own State to be the chief mourner on this 
melancholy occasion. ‘Twoof her distinguished 
citizens, filling high places in the civil Govern- 
ment of the country, have been cut down in the 
midst of their days and their usefulness; and an- 
other of her sons—a gallant officer of the Navy | 
—has been destined to fall, by disastrous acci- 
dent, ona deck which, under other circumstances, 
he might have illustrated by his valor. 

But, in so overwhelming a calamity, which 
stands almost without a parallel in the records of 
human misfortune, all bear their equal and sym- 
pathizing share. Surrounded, as we are, on every 
band, by the desolate wailing of the widow, and 
the helpless cry of the orphan, none of us can 
be in a state of mind to discharge, with intelli- 
gence and composure, the duties which belong to 
us here. 

Let us, then, Mr. President, bowing in all hu- 
mility of spirit beneath this stroke of an all-wise 
aml mysterious Providence, discard from our 
minds, for a season, the cares and excitements 
of our daily dutics in this Hall. Letus lay to 
heart the monitory lesson so impressively read 
to us in the events of yesterday, that ‘in the 
midst of life we are in death.’’? With this lesson 
engraven upon our hearts, let us keep constantly 
in view the eternal, as well as temporal responsi- 
bilities under which all the duties of both public 
and private life are to be performed. 
deep sense of common calamity and mutual afflic- 
tion unite us more closely by the ties of brother- 
hood and affection. Let us * put away from us 
all bitterness and wrath,and evil-speaking;’’ and 
when we come together again, under these chas- 
tening influences, we shall all feel, I trust, how 
much better patriots we are for being better Chris- 
uans. | 

Mr. R. concluded by submitting the following 
resolutions: 


| 


Resolved, That the Senate, impressed with the profound | 
sense of the awful calamity which yesterday occurred on | 
board of the steamer Princeton, by the explosion of a gun, | 
involving the loss of many valuable lives, and among them | 
of the Secretary of State and Seeretary of the Navy, 

Resolved, That the Senate will attend, in a body, the ob- 
sequies of the deceased members of the Cabinet, and that 
a committee of five be appointed to make arrangements 
with such committee as may be appointed on the part of 
the House of Representatives. 

Resolved, That, in consideration of this afflictive dispen- 
sation, the Senate do now adjourn to Monday next. 

Resolved, That the Senate will go into mourning by wear- 
ing crape On the left atm for thirty days. 





Let the |! 


i} 
| 





That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be 
| transmitted to the President of the United States. 

The resoluuons having been read, a message 
was reecived from the Llouse of Representatives, 


nouncing the action of that body, touching this 
awful calamity. 

The message was read, and concurred in. 
| The resolutions submitted by Mr. Rives were 

unanimously agreed to. 

The following Senators were appointed a com- 
mittee of arrangements on the partof the Senate, 
to act in conjunction with the committee on the 
part of the House of Representatives: Mr. Rives, 
Mr. Arcner, Mr. Kine, Mr. Woopsury, and 
Mr. Bavarp. 

The Senate then, in accordance with its pre- 
vious action, adjourned till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 29, 1844. 
The Journal having been read, 


A message was received from the President of || 


the United States, by Mr. Joun Tyxer, jr., his 
Private Secretary; which will be found in the 
proceedings of the Senate. 

The message having been read, 

Mr. HOPKINS said: Mr. Speaker, I have 
risen to present to this House a series of resolu- 
tions touching the melancholy subject of the mes- 
sage which has just been read. 


| ing in me to speak upon an occasion so mournful, 


| charge of such a duty. 


the deep feeling of grief which now pervades the 


bosom of every member of this House, and in | 


which my own so sincerely and painfully partici- 
pates, would render me incompetent to the dis- 
1 shall be pardoned, 


| therefore, in declining to utter one word in sup- 


} 
j 
j 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





port of the resolutions which I have the honor 
of submitting, and which | know will find so 


generous aresponse from this body. I send them 
to the Chair. 


Mr. H. then handed up the following resolu- | 


tions; which were read, and unanimously agreed 
to: 


Resolved, That this House has heard, with deep sorrow, || 
of the dreadful catastrophe which occurred yesterday on || 
| board the United States ship of war Princeton, when many | 


valuable lives were lost; and by which, amongst others, 


| the Hon. Abel P. Upshur, Secretary of State, and the Hon. 
Thomas W. Gilmer, Secretary of the Navy, met a sudden | 


and awful death. 

Resolved, That this House will manifest its respect for 
the memory of the late distinguished Secretaries of State 
and of the Navy, and its sympathy for their bereaved fami- 
lies, by attending their funeral in a body. 

Resolved, As a further mark of respect to the deceased, 
and to manifest our sense of this most melancholy and af- 
flicting dispensation of Divine Providence, that this House 
will transact no legislative business until after the funeral 
obsequies of the deceased shall have been performed. 


Resolved, That the members of this House will wear the | 
| usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 


Resolved, That a committee of five members of this House 


| be appointed to make arrangements with such committees 


as nay be appointed on the part of the Senate, for the at- 
tendance of the two Houses of Congress at the funeral of 
the late Abel P. Upshur and Thomas W. Gilmer. 


Resolved, That when this House adjourns to-day, it will | 


adjourn to meet on Monday next. 
Resolved, That the House do now adjourn. 


(The following is the committee appointed on 
the part of the House: Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia, 
Mr. Cave Jounson, of Tennessee; Mr. C. J. In- 
GERSOLL, Of Pennsylvania; Mr. Joun Q. Apams, 
of Massachusetts; Mr. D. D. Barnarp, of New 
York.] 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay March 4, 1844. 
Mr. BARROW presented the credentials of 


|| Mr. Henry Jonnson, Senator elected by the Le- 


gislature of Louisiana to fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the death of the Hon. Alexander Por- 
ter. He came forward, and was qualified. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. MERRICK presented a petition from one 
hundred and fifty citizens of Indiana county, 


Pennsylvania, praying Congress to grant relief 


to certain officers and soldiers in the late war with 
Great Britain; also, of the Indian wars prior to 
the treaty of Greenville, in 1795; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BARROW presented a petition from James 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 





If it were becom- || 





_Mareh 4, 


'| W. Breedlove, of New Orleans, praying ep, 
| pensation for the use of bis steam schooner Me. 
chant, employed, in 184], to cruise in pursuit of 

irates; which was referred to the Committe ¢, 

Naval Affairs. ™ 

Also, additional documents in support of y, 
claim of J. Millikan; which were commitied ty 


| the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
| 





Mr. CHOATE presented a petition from Da. 
vid Baker, praying for the renewal of his patey; 
| for a certain kind of saw; which was referred ty 
| the Committee on Patents and the Patent Oficp 
| Mr. MILLER presented resolutions ad opted 
| by the Legislative Council and General Assembly 
|| of New Jersey, requesting the Senators and Roc. 
| resentatives from that State to use their inflyenos 
| to procure an appropriation for the constructing 
| ofa breakwater harbor at Cape May; which wers 
| referred to the Committee on Commerce, ang 
| ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. BAGBY presented a memorial from gyp. 
| dry merchants, traders, aud shippers of Mobile 
| urging upon the Senate the reconsideration of jtg 
vote last session, rejecting a commercial treat 
| with Texas. Mr. B. made some remarks, noi 
| heard in the reporter's’ gallery, but supposed to 
| have reference to a misapprehension by the peti- 
| tioners of the action of the Senate upon that treaty, 
| It was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
| Relations. : 
| Also, a memorial of the General Assembly of 
| Alabama, and resolutions adopted by that body, 
_ instructing the Senators and requesting the Rep. 
|| sentatives from that State to use their influence 
to procure the passage of a law allowing to the 
|| citizens of that State further time to embrace the 
'| benefits of the preémption system. Also, other 
| resolutions of that body in favor of the gradua- 
| tion and reduction of the price of the public lands, 
| in the State of Alabama, which have been long 
|| in the market; which were referred to the Com- 


A message was received from the House of 
| Representatives, by Mr. McNutry, its Clerk, 
|| informing the Senate of the death of the Hon, 


| DEATH OF MR. FRICK. 
1 
i| 


| Henry Fricx,a Representative from Pennsyl- 
|| vania, and the passage of the usual resolutions of 
|| that body, in testimony of respect for the memory 
| of the deceased; which being read, 

Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the ‘Senate as 
‘| follows: Mr. President, it has become my painful 
|| duty to move the resolutions customary on such 
occasions, as a token of respect for the memory 
of Hon. Henry Frick, latea member of the Penn- 
sylvania delegation in Congress, information of 
whose death has just been communicated to us 
by the House of Renresentatives. 

The performance of such a duty, at all times 
solemn, is rendered peculiarly impressive upon 
the present occasion, by the sad and melancholy 
gloom in which we are now enveloped. The 
vanity of worldly honors and the folly of ambi- 
tion have been brought home to the hearts of cll 
who hear me, by the late astounding and heart- 
|| rending catastrophe, which has covered a nation 
|| with mourning. Every man, and especially every 
|| public man, must, at the present moment, deeply 
|| feel how worthless are the highest honors and 
|| distinctions which human power can bestow upon 
| human frailty; even when these have been nobly 

won by wisdom, patriotism, and virtue. Truly, 
in the language of Scripture, ** man walketh ina 
vain shadow, and disquieteth himself in vain.” 
The grave had not closed upon the mortal re- 
mains of those whom we all deplore, when death 
struck down another victim from our midst, among 
our associates in Congress. May these melan- 
| choly events, following each other in such rapid 
| succession, soften and subdue the maddening 
| pulse of political excitement, and teach us to feel 
| that we are all brethren—that we,are all fellow- 
| 
| 








citizens of the same glorious Republic! 

Mr. Frick was born in the county of North- 
umberland, and State of Pennsylvania, in the year 
1795. Atan early age he learned the noble art 
of printing, in the oy of Philadelphia. Whilst 

et in his minority, fired with youthful patriot 
ism, he united himself to a volunteer company, 
and took up arms in defense of his country dur- 
ing the late war with Great Britain. In the yeat 
1816, he established a political journal in his na- 
tive county, which he continued to conduct for 
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conducted by members of his family. 


Mr. Frick represented his county with fidelity | 


nd ability during three successive sessions, com- 
. neing with that of 1828, in the Legislature of 
Pent ylvania; and he was finally elected to Con- 
es in October last, under circumstances which 
clearly evince that he enjoyed uncommon personal 
ularity among those who knew him best. The 
Pory of his life presents no ver remarkable 
events. It is the history of a man (fortunately so 
common in this country) who, from an humble 


beginning, has, by industry, ability, and perse- 


yerance, gradually surmounted every intervening | 


obstacle, and at last attained the high distinction 
of aseat in the other branch of Congress, He 
terminated his earthly career, in this city, on Fri- 
day last, after a long and lingering illness, which 
he bore with calmness and resignation. 

The deceased was an affectionate husband, a 
kind father, and a sincere friend. The impulses 
of his nature were noble and generous; and he 
erformed all the relative duties of life in such a 
manner as to secure to himself numerous, ardent, 
and devoted friends. Let his virtues be remem- 
bered, and let his faults (if he had any) be buried 
in his grave ! ' ; re 

The widowed partner of his bosom, in obedi- 
ence toa feeling so natural to the human heart, 
requested that his mortal remains might be carried 
home for interment in the bosom of his native 
earth. In compliance with her wish, and under 
the advice of the Pennsylvania delegation, his 
body left this city on Saturday morning last, 
accompanied by his son and two of his friends 
from the other House. ‘This is the reason why 
no order has been taken concerning his funeral. 


olutions: 
Resolved, That the Senate has received, with deep sen- 


sibility. the communication from the House of Represent. | 


atives, announcing the death of the fon. Henry Frick, a 
Representative in Congress trom the State of Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, That in token of sineere and high respect for 
the memory of the deceased, the members and officers of 
the Senate will wear crape on the left arm, as mourning, 
for thirty days. 


do now adjourn. 


The resolutions were unanimously agreed to. | 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monnay, JWarch 4, 1844. 
The Journal having been read, 


Mr. THOMPSON announced the attendance | 
Ropert W. Roserrts, | 


of his colleague, Hon. 
elected a Representative from the State of Mis- 
sissippi; and Mr. 
himself at the table, the oath to support the Con- 
stitution of the United States was administered 
tohim by the Speaker. 


DEATH OF MR. FRICK, 


Mr. J. RL. INGERSOLL rose, and addressed 
the House as follows: At the request of my col- 
leagues, | rise to perform the painful duty of an- 
nouncing the death of Hon. Henry Frick, of 


Pennsylvania, Ee died at his lodgings, in Wash- | 


ington, on Friday last, when the whole city was 
already shrouded in gloom by that signal and 


sad calamity which struck down, in a moment, | 
festivity in its innecent mirth and power and | 
place and talents and virtues in their becoming | 


pride. Death, in all its aspects, is full of solem- 
nity. 
terrors, when it selects its reluctant and unpre- 
pared victims among those of robust and youth- 
fol frame. 
hearts of surviving friends—is not without a de- 
gree of mournful consolation when they reflect 
that disease had long been preying on the shat- 
tered system. Wearied nature is relieved from 
aload of trouble when it sinks into the grave 


after time and opportunity have been thus af. | 
The undying spirit, | 
chastened by the pangs which its frail covering || 
has endured, becomes less unwilling to throw it | 
of, and nothing departs but life and suffering, | 


forded for solemn thought. 


while an unspotted name remains behind. The 


consolation is increased when distant affection | 


may be told, that although the closing eye was 
not permitted to linger npon familiar objects of a 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


n twenty years; and it is still owned and | 


topernts having presented | 


It sometimes appears armed with double | 


The blow — always heavy to the | 





smoothed by the ‘hand of sympathy, and the 


agonies of disease were lessened by watchful 
tenderness, which strove in vain to avert the ap- 
proach of death. 

oth of these sources of diminished grief are 
found in relation to the gentleman whose seat has 
become vacant since we last met together. He 
died while yet in the meridian of life, although a 
fatal malady, for a course of years, had marked 
him for its victim, and had counterfeited too well 
the furrows of age upon his hollow cheek. He 
was born in the town and county of Northum- 


| berland, Pennsylvania, in the year 1795, and was 


educated as a printer in the city of Philadelphia, 


| Early in life he established a public journal at 
| Milton, where he has continued to reside. A 
| mourning family will there receive his mortal re- 


mains, and will deposit them, bedewed with pious 


| tears, in the midst of kindred dust and ashes. 


His editorial labors did not cease for more than 
twenty years. Ile thrice served with credit and 
fidelity in the Legislature of his native State, and 
he received those military honors which proclaim 
the merit of the individual and the respect of his 
fellow-citizens. At the Jast autumnal election he 
was returned to Congress from the thirteenth dis- 


i trictof Pennsylvania, composed of four adjoin- 


ing counties. His residence among us has been 
too brief, and his health too infirm, to have al- 
lowed a large accession here to his stock of 
friends. 

Estimable in the relations of domestic and so- 
cial life, active and faithful in the discharge of 
public duty, true to his friends, and just (if he 


| had any) to his enemies, he lived and died a re- 
| spected and esteemed, an honest and honorable 
\| man, and a sincere and zealous patriot. 
He concluded by submitting the following res- || 


And thereupon, on motion of Mr. I., the fol- 


| lowing resolutions were unanimously adopted: 


Resolved, That this House has heard with deep sensi- 
bility of the death of the lon. Henry Frick, a member 


| of this House from the State of Pennsylvania, which took 


place at his lodgings, in this city, on Friday last, the Ist 


| instant. 


Resolved, That the members of this House will testify 


| their respect for the memory of the deceased by wearing 
; |} crape on the left arm for thirty days. 
Resolved, (as a further mark of respect,) That the Senate || 


Resolved, That, as a further remark of respect for the 
memogy of the deceased, this House do now adjourn. 


The House adjourned. 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 
to the reporters by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania: The petition of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, asking the revival of the act of 1837, 


granting pensions to the widows and infant children of per- 


sons dying in the naval service of the United States. 

Also, the petition of Robert Brady, of Philadelphia, pray- 
ing Congress to indemnify him for the loss of the seclhooner 
Eagle, taken from him for the public service in the year 
1813. 

By Mr. FICKLIN: The memorial of John MeManus and 
sixty-three others, citizens of Clarke county, Illinois, ask- 
ing a grant of lands to complete the national thoroughfare 


between the lakes and the Ohio, by the improvement of the | 


Wabash. 


Also, the memorial of Solomon Malone and others, citi- | 


zens of the same county, asking an appropriation for the 
Cumberland road. 


By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The petition of John B.Good- || 
enough, for bounty tand ; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Private Land Claims, 

Also, the petition of David B. Baker, for a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

Also, the proceedings of public meetings held at Ant- 
werp, Clayton, and Theresa, New York, against the anuex- 
ation of Texas to the United States. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, March 5, 1844. 
Mr. CHOATE presented two sets of resolutions 


adopted by the Legislature of Massachusetts— | 
one declaring that it is the duty of the Federal | 
Government to make indemnity for losses sus- | 


tained by American merchants by French spoli- 
ations prior to 1800; and the other urging upon 


congress of nations for the settlement of interna- 


lations, and ordered to be printed. 


tions, which he presented a few days ago from 
the Legislature of Rhode Island, were referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered 


| to be printed. 
Mr. BATES presented » memorial from sun- | 


cherished home, yet the stranger’s pillow was || dry citizens of the. United States, praying that 
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lumber of all kinds passing down the river Si, 
John, on its way to the home market, may be 
exempt from duty; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. . 

Mr. SEMPLE presented a memorial from the 
Legislature of linois, asking a grant of public 
land to aid in the construction of the Alten and 
Mount Carmel railroad; which was referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. s 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
the Philadelphia Board of Trade, representing 
that the State of Delaware ceded to the United 
States the piers at Port Penn, on the condition 
that the Government would keep them in repair. 
They also state that several vessels were lost in 
consequence of the ruinous state of the piers, and 
urge upon Congress the propriety of an appro- 
priation for their repair. Mr. B. said several sim- 
ilar memorials had been presented and referred, 
He hoped that the Committee on Commerce 
would take the subject into consideration without 
delay. 

It was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from Susan 

3Jainbridge and several other widows and infant 

children of certain officers and seaman, late in the 
service of the United States, praying for the re- 
enactment of the law of March, 1837, under which 
they received pensions, or the granting of some 
similar relief; which was referred to. the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BAGBY presented a petition of Adam Car- 
son, of Monroe county, Alabama, praying the 
right of preémption to a certain tract of land; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. BREESE presented a petition from Ed- 


/mund Roberts and others, praying Congress to 


refund to them certain moneys paid to the United 
States as sureties of the late Felix W. St. Vrain; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. JARNAGIN presented a memorial from 
James Robertson, Robert H. Bayard, and others, 
assignees of the late Bank of the United States, 
chartered by the State of Pennsylvania, praying 
the repayment of asum of money ciseneat by 
that bank to Williamson Smith, a contractor of 
the Government for the removal of the Cherokee 
Indians, and allowed by the accounting officer in 
the settlement of his accounts; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from 
Robert Ramsey, of Charlotte, in the county of 
Washington, and State of Maine, praying for an 


| increase of pension; and the petition of Hannah 
| Thompson, of Calais, Maine, asking for a pen- 


sion for the revolutionary services of her late 
husband; which were referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. BARROW presented a petition of Ledour 
& Co. and others, representing that they are the 
present owners of the patents heretofore issued 
to General La Fayette for three tracts ef land in 


| the parish of Point Coupee, Louisiana, but that 


those patents are for lands originally granted by 
the Spanish Government to Daniel W. Bouligny, 
and confirmed to him by the United States; and 
praying for authority to surrender such patents 
and to make new locations; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. SEMPLE, the resolutions 


| of the Legislature of Illinois, presented some time 


ago, instructing the Senators and requesting the 
Representatives of that State to use their exer- 
tions to procure the passage of the bill before the 
Senate for the occupation and settlement of the 
Oregon territory, were referred to the special 
committee upon that subject. 


On motion of Mr. WOODBRIDGE, the reso- 


| lutions of the Legislature of Michigan, asking for 
| grants of land to construct a road from Saginaw 


y : | to Michilimackinac and Sault Ste. Marie, and to 
Congress the propriety of the establishment ofa || 


complete the Grand river road, were taken up, 


“ a t ' and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
tional disputes without a resort to war; which || 

; Z | } Xd ZES. 
were referred to the Committee on Foreign Re- || REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 


| Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 


On motion of Mr. FRANCIS, similar resolu- || Public Lands, to which a resofution of inquiry of 


| the Senate upon the subject had been referred, re- 


|| ported a bill to abolish the office of the Solicitor 


of the General Land Office, and providing that 
| the duties of that office shall be performed by the 
recorder, or Ly such other person employed in 


| that office as may be designated from time to time 
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b 
which was read, and ordered to asecond reading. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill granfinga pension to George Whit- 
ten; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading, and, with the report accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Committee on 
Pensions were discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of the widow of George 
B. McCulloch, late an officer in the Navy, for a 
restoration of pension; and it was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. E., from the same committee, made an 
adverse Yeport on the petition of Josiah Barto for 
a pension; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

Mr. CHOATE, from the Joint Committee on 
the Library, reported a joint resolution authoriz- 
ing the Attorney General to contract for copies of 
a proposed stereotype edition of the laws and trea- 
ties of the United States; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading; and, with the report 
accompanying, to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims was discharged 
from the following subjects, and they were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. The 
memorial of Josiah Garland, praying thata patent 
may issue to him for a tract of land; and the pe- 
tition of a number of settlers on the public lands, 
in the State of Louisiana, praying to be secured 
in their rights of preémption. 


DEW-ROTTED HEMP. 


Mr. TAPPAN remarked that,a few daysago, 
he gave notice of his intention to introduce a joint 
resolution on the subject of dew-rotted hemp. It 
had been discovered that the American farmers 
could raise hemp, and dew-rot it, so as to make it 
much superior iv some respects to the water-rotted 
hemp of Russia. ‘The process was so simple, that 
any farmer could raise it on his land, and prepare 
itfor use. With a view to test the quality of the 
dew-rotted hemp, (and, if found as good for the 
purposes of the United States as the foreign hemp, 
to encourage lis culture,) he had prepared a joint 
resolution. It was introduced, read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

(The resolution proposes to authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Navy to cause a sloop-of-war to be 
rigged with cords made of American dew-rotted 
hemp by Renwick & Graves, of the city of Buf- 


year, to report to Congress its character and qual- 


ity; the price to be paid per pound for which is | 


not to exceed thirteen cents. 
also authorized to purchase from them a quantity 
notexceeding ten ton, prepared for spinning, and 
cause the same to be manufactured into cords.] 

The report accompanying was ordered to be 
printed. 


IMPROVEMENT OF RIVERS. 


aid in the improvement of the Fox and Wiscon- 
sin rivers, and to connect the same by a canal in 
the Territory of Wisconsin, came up in its order 


The Secretary is | 


on the Calendar, the question pending being, Shall | 


the bill be engrossed for a third reading? 


Mr. HAYWOOD moved to amend the bill by 


adding, as an additional section, the following: 


That the lands appropriated by the bill shall be taken | 
by Wisconsin, in part of the five hundred thousand acres | 


secured or pledged to said Territory when it shall become 
a State, by force of the eighth section of the act of 4th Sep- 
tember, 1841, entitled, **An act to appropriate the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands, and to grant preémption 
rights.”? 

Mr. TALLMADGE said he did not deem it 
necessary to add another word in addition to what 
he had heretofore said in support of the bill. It 
coutemplated the construction of a great national 
work, without cost to the Federal Government. 
With reference to the amendment, he would only 
say that the five hundred thousand acres, from 
which it was proposed to deduct the quantity 
granted by this bill, was five hundred thousand 
acres granted to every State and Territory in the 
Union. It was granted to the Territories to put 
them on a footing with the new States. He trusted 


the Senate. 
Mr. HAYWOOD trusted the Senate would be- 





| thousand dollars should at least claim a few mo- 


ments’ attention on the part of the Senate of the 
United States. The last Congress passed a law 


providing for the distribution of the proceeds of | 
the public lands, to all the peculiar circumstances | 


of which he need not allude; and in the eighth 


section of that law wasa provision which granted | 


to all the States in which there were public lands, 


part of the law was not suspended. It further 
provided that the Territories should be entitled 
to a like donation of five hundred thousand acres 
upon being admitted as States; and under the 
operation of that section, upon Wisconsin becom- 
ing a State of this Union, the Government of the 


domain. 
to eccur, might not this donation of five hundred 





of Wisconsin, for the purpose of carrying into | 


effect the proposed improvement, and be deemed, 
upon that Territory becoming a State, adischarge 
of the pledge heretofore made by the General 
Government? He appealed to those who pro- 


| fessed themselves friends of the doctrine of an 


equal distribution of the public domain, and 
wished to know why that course should not be 
pursued ? 

The law was cquitable, or it was not. If not, 
it was an imposition on the public. If it was 
equitable, he asked the Senate what reason could 


be given, consistent with those which had been | 


urged previous to the pledge, for granting now 
three hundred and fifty thousand acres of land to 
the Territory of Wisconsin, and not have it de- 
ducted from the donation to which she would be 
entitled upon becoming a State, under the opera- 
tion of the distribution law? Before bestowing 
that much land, all he asked of the advocates of 
the measure was, that the three hundred and fifty 
thousand acres proposed to be granted should be 


_ considered as part of that donation which Con- 


gress, at the last session, had pledged itself to give. 


! 





To that portion of the Senate who were in favor of | 


this policy, he made this appeal; and to thosewho | 


were opposed to it, it was not necessary to make 


an appeal, since an appeal presented itself with- | 


out argument or statement. 
Mr. TALLMADGE said that, in regard to the 
five hundred thousand acres granted to the Ter- 


: ‘ 0 || ritory of Wisconsin, he had some instrumentality 
falo; and after the same has been in service one || 


in procuring the grant, during the period of the 
passage of the distribution law. As that bill 
came from the House, it provided that five hun- 
dred thousand acres should be given to each of 
the new States. He got an amendment inserted 
in the bill, granting to such of the Territories as 


| might come into the Union five hundred thousand 


/ acres, to be selected within their own borders. 
This was only putting them on an equality with 
_the new States, That was the purpose for which 


The bill to grant a certain quantity of land to || the grant was made—to restore them, at the time 
| of their admission into the Union, to an equality 


_ with the new States already admitted. 


[t was 


| granted for ane preety of being disposed of by the 


| Legislatures o 
States, and not by the Federal Legislature now, | 


those States, when they become 


to be disposed of by their own Legislatures, 
not for the benefit of the whole country, but for 
the peculiar benefit of the States. 
from North Carolina now wanted to take from 
that Territory that which puts her onan equality 


| with the other States, in order to make an im- 


crease,the value of the public land, where the 
grant was proposed to be located, as would save 
the Government from any loss in consequence of 
such grant, 

Mr. TAPPAN was understood to say that the 
bill should be so amended as to declare either that 
the grant proposed to be made should be inclu- 
sive or exclusive of the half million acres of land 
granted to the Territories by the distribution bill. 
He was not willing to make the grant without 
some such declaration was inserted im the bill. 

Mr. PORTER read from the eighth section of 


| the distribution bill the condition on which the 
the amendment would not receive the sanction of |! 


half million acres were granted to the Territories; 


| which was, that the grant should include such 


| quantity of land as ma 


be granted to them be- 


stow on this bill asmall portion of its time. The |! fore they come into the Union as States. He did 


. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
} 
| 
| 
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the Commissioner of the General Land Office; | proposition to make over three or four hundred | not, therefore, deem the amendment o 


|| not be advisable to let it lie on the t 
five hundred thousand acres of land; and that | 


|| printed ? 





March 


5, 


f the an 


ator from North Carolina necessary. 
Mr. ALLEN said he desired to y 
standingly upon this bill and the several amend. 
ments which had been offered; but he could not 
do so without knowing precisely what its Present 
form was. He would suggest, therefore, to the 
gentleman having charge of the bill, if it would 
! able for the 
present, with a view of having the amendments 
Hemade this suggestion; because he 


ote under. 


did not believe that one Senator out of three knew 
precisely what the form of the bill now wos 
| ‘They heard about grants; but there was no talk 


| take those grants, or who was to have the diss: 
United States was pledged to pay that State, as | 
such, five hundred thousand acres of the public |! 
Anticipating the period when this was || 


about grantees. They did not know who was to 
pean . m- 
ination of the funds which were to be derived from 
the sales of the lands. If he understood the mat. 
ter rightly, there was something incongruous jn 


a | talking about making grants of lands to the Tey. 
thousand acres of land be made to the Territory || 


ritory of Wisconsin, and trusting the disburse. 
ment of the proceeds arising from the sale of these 


| lands to the officers of the Federal Government 
| For this reason, and in order that the Senate might 


know precisely how to act upon the several prop. 
ositions, he said, in justice to the friends of this 
measure—for he was not yet aware that he was 
its enemy—the best plan was to let it lie on the 
table, that the amendments.might be printed. He 
therefore made a motion to that effect. 


Mr. WALKER remarked that he would have 


| no objection to the postponement of the bill til] 
| to-morrow; but really it had been so repeatedly 


postponed, and the session was now so far ad. 


| vanced, that, if it was not speedily acted upon, 
je - ‘ 

/it would be destroyed merely for want of time, 
| He believed this was about the sixth or seventh 


time that the bill had been called up for consid. 
eration, and laid upon the table. It had been de. 
bated at considerable length; and, unless speedy 


| action could be had upon it, there would be no 


|| time left for it to pass through the two Houses of 


Congress. He was in favor of this measure. He 
believed the improvement proposed to be carried 


|| into effect was of great importance, as well to the 


United States as to the Territory of Wisconsin. 


| Both would be benefited by it; and there would 
| be no loss occasioned by it to the public Treas- 





The Senator }; 


| form which 


ury; on the contrary there would be a gain. For 
all these reasons, being deeply interested in the 
performance of the work, he would object to 
laying it again on the table, unless his friend from 
Ohio [Mr. Aten] felt disposed to call it up to- 


| morrow morning. 


Mr. ALLEN observed that he would state the 
object of his motion. It was to enable him to 
understand what the terms of the bill were, and 
not for the purpose of delaying it. He was not 
aware how he should vote upon this subject, and 
could not be aware until he saw preciscly the 
it had assumed. With regard to 
calling it up, that would not properly be his prov- 
ince. It should be done by some gentleman a 
member of the committce. When the motion to 
call it up should be made, he would most cheer- 
fully acquiesce in it. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he had prepared an amend- 


| ment, which he would submit, should the amend- 


ment proposed by the Senator from North Caro- 
lina fail. It was read, as follows: 

That the land herchy appropriated shall not be included 
in the quantity of land towhich Wisconsin will be entitled 
under the eight section of the act of September 4, 1&1, 


| entitled ** Au act to appropriate the proeceds of the sales 
| OF the public lands, and to grant preemption rights,” when 
4 | the said Territory shall form a State government, to be ad- 
provemem for the benefit of the General Govern- | 
ment—an improvement, too, which would so in- 


mitted into the Union. 


The bill was then ordered to lie on the table 
till to-morrow, and be printed, with the amend- 


| ments adopted and the amendments proposed, 


| 
| 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTORS. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to afford relief to certain contractors with the 
Government. 

Mr. BAYARD said, when the bill was last be- 
fore the Senate, he had proposed several amend- 
ments to it; he wished to withdraw those, and 
substitute the following as an additional section: 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized to extend the time 
for performing a certain contract within the 20th day of 
July, 1842, with the Tredagar Iron Company of Richmond, 
in the State of Virginia, for furnishing one buadred thirty- 
two pounder cannon, with ove hundred solid shot to eack, 
upon such terms as he shall deem equitable and just, in his 
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Ay eg can be done without injury or incon- 
epnions ty the public interest. oe 

Mr. HAYWOOD rose to express the anxiety 
he felt, that the Senate should understand pre- 
isely what they were about to vote for. Certain 
: rsons having existing contracts with the Uni- 
i States for furnishing the Navy with guns, 
ammunition, provisions, and every other article 
required by law, had failed to comply with the 
agreement made between them and the Govern- 
ment. The failure had originated in their attempt 
to meet the agreement within the time specified 
in the contract. This was the fact upon which 
they had based an application to the Senate, 
which application was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. It wasan appeal praying that 
the Secretary of the Navy might be allowed to 
extend the time allotted them for the fulfillment 
of their contract, and thereby, in substance and 
effect, to renew the existing contract. The Sec- 
retary of the Navy had reported to the Senate 


that he did not consider that question within his | 


jurisdiction; that, by a law, passed in 1843, for 


the purpose of regulating that Department, he | 
was forbidden to renew contracts with any per- | 
son whatever, for furnishing anything to the | 


Navy, except such articles as were prescribed 
by law. The Committee on Naval Affairs di- 
rected a bill to be reported, conferring the power 
to renew all Navy contracts upon the Secretary 
of the Navy, provided that he should not exer- 
cise it in any instance except where he was sat- 
ised that it could be done to the interest and 
benefit of the United States. This was to afford 
the Government the protection and guard to be 


derived from having an honest officer at the head | 


of the Navy Department, who, so far as the in- 
dividual judgment and discretion of one man 
went, would secure the Government against the 
lundering schemes of companies or individuals. 
He meant no personal allusion by this remark. 
Jt was a general principle. 

The committee directed a general law to be re- 
ported, the effect of which was to renew contracts 
which had expired. To secure the United States 
against the charge of favoritism and partiality on 
the part of the Secretary himself and to throw 
some guard around this executive patronage, 
the provision was directed to be incorporated in 


the bill, declaring that, notwithstanding what his | 


individual opinions might be, if other contracts 
had been enteregl into by other persons to furnish 


the same articles, and the same material, at the | 
same price, the old contractor should not be al- | 


lowed a renewal of his contract, unless he should 
agree to reduce his price down to that at which 
other contracts had since been entered into. Was 
there anything in the world more equitable than 
this? No legislative body had a right to take 
pore money and make donations of it. Congress 
nad neither the right nor power, morally speak- 
ing, to extend an existing contract, when another 
individual, under the present law, offered to furn- 


ish the same thing at thirty-three and one third | 


per cent. less money. Was it notenough—was 
it not alittle more than enough—that the old con- 
tractors should have their contracts renewed, and 
thereby secure to themselves the additional ten 
per cent. to which they would be entitled, with- 
out asking thirty-three and one third per cent. 
more than other contractors? He thoughtit was; 
and yet what was the proposition of the Senator 
from Delaware, (Mr. Bayarp?] It was to afford 
relief to individuals, without bettering the Gov- 


ernment; it was, that a certain company in Rich- | 


mond, who had contracted to furnish guns to the 
Government at $133 334 per ton, should be al- 
lowed by the Secretary of the Navy to renew that 
contract; and the facts of the case were these: 
That company had agreed to furnish guns at 
$133 334 per ton; since that contract was made, 


another contract was entered into by the Depart- | 


ment, by which guns were to be furnished at $100 
per ton. 
Now, it was proposed to make an extension in 


favor of the Richmond company, to the prejudice | 


of all others, and give them thirty-three and one 
third per cent. more than was given to other con- 
tractors, besides paying them the ten per cent. 
withheld until the contract had been fulfilled. 
What was this butan unqualified and unmitigated 
donation? He knew it had been said, and would 
be said again, that it was the worst possible pol- 
icy in the Government to enter into contracts with 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





349 








the lowest bidder, for articles of this description. | trary. The claim of the petitioners arose from 
If so, the law passed in 1843 should be repealed. || 


the dependence on a former usage, which was 
It was useless to make a of particular || only done away with by a law passed while they 
cases. If the policy was bad, the law should be | 


| : | were hurrying with preparations to fulfill their 

repealed; but, when that question came up, there || agreement. They incurred a very heavy expense 
would probably be a division of opinion upon it. || in those endeavors; and, as the amendment leaves 

|| Why could not cannon be furnished, except by || to the Secretary of the Navy the power of re- 
a certain contractor; because they were required || newing or extending their contract on equitable 
to be made of a particular sort of metal? Could || terms, he, it was to be supposed, would do noth- 
not a contract made with the lowest bidder be || ing in the matter that woul be injurious to the 
done in this way? Could not the terms be stated || interests of the country. 


—the material agreed upon? And could not this |} Mr. KING was understood not to object wholly 
contract be as binding as if it were made at the 


|| to the bill; but he was not prepared to delegate to 
table of the Secretary? Unquestionably it could. || any officer of the Government the power intended 
The argument against making cheap contracts | by this amendment to be given to the Secretar 


proved nothing atall. It was anargumentagainst || of the Navy. 
the existing laws of the country; and the objec- | 


He suggested to the honorable 
Senator who had charge of the bill an alteration 
tions urged did not furnish a sufficient reason why || in the second section, which he thought would 
the Senate should advance thirty-three and one || remove the invidious distinction of the proposed 
third per cent. to any company—for it advanced || amendment being framed for the particular benefit 
that when itreéstablished the contract. He trusted || of a favorite company. 
|| he had been enabled to speak on this subject un- |} Mr. BAYARD concurred with the views taken 
derstandingly; and he would conclude by repeat- || by the honorable Senator from Alabama, but 
ing, that if the Senate passed this amendment, it || thought the alteration suggested would leave an 
was saying, in substance, that all the contractors || opening for claims from other contractors, which 
in the United States, who had an existing con- | it was necessary to guard against. The other 
tract, should not have a renewal of it, notwith- | objections of the honorable Senator, he would 
standing they were willing toexecute it at alower | perhaps obviate in another bill. The amendment 
price than that paid the company in Richmond. | in question was trifling, and could not exceed, at 
Mr. BAYARD said this bill was introduced in | the outside, $1,500. He hoped the amendment 
response to many petitions received on the sub- | would be agreed to. 
ject, to the statements contained in which was Mr. WOODBURY was, from experience, con- 
given every consideration. The gencral terms of || vinced of the necessity of using the greatest care 
the bill were deliberately discussed, and its va- | inall contracts of the kind. He knew something 
rious provisions drawn up with care and atten- | of tests—the tests of anchors, chain-cables, can- 
tion. However, in looking more carefully to || nons, and cordage; and considered it essential to 
those provisions, and to the effect they would | know the nature of the material, as well as the 
have on the petitioners, it was found necessary | process of manufacture. He did not approve of 
to add the amendment. The parties seeking re- || the policy of giving contracts to the lowest bid- 
lief entered into a contract with the Government || ders, unless accompanied by a special provision 
to supply one hundred cannon, with one hundrd@l || for the inspection of a competent officer, who 
balls for each, at the rate of $133 per ton. They || should, on the spot, examine and report not only 
proceeded so. far as to supply sixty guns out of || on the matgrial, but on every process it went 
the hundred, which, after standing every test || through until finished. He hoped the amend- 
and trial, were received and paid for; but with || ment would be adopted. ‘There must be a chan- 
the remaining forty guns the contractors were not | cery power somewhere to render a relief in such 
| 








so successful; for, on trial, those guns, or a suf- || cases. It was a proper case for the interposition 

ficient number of them to annul the contract, of a court of chancery, if the Government could 

burst. The makers could in no way account for || be sued, and it could be best exercised by the 

this misfortune—the materials and process of || Department making the contract. When Secre- 

manufacture being in every respect the same as || tary of the Navy, he had found so much difficulty 

those of the first sixty—except by attributing it || with the contracts for cordage, &c., that he had 
i! 





to some hidden defect in their furnace; and relying || recommended that the Government make its own 
then on the general usage, which was to extend, || cordage, which was now done to a great extent. 
on sufficient reason shown, the time for fulfilling 
such agreements; and from an anxiety on their 
part strictly to keep up their contract, they determ- || it would be necessary to resort to the establish- 
ined, at a very heavy expense and inconvenience, || ment of a national foundery. Our minds might be 
to pull down their furnace, and construct it anew. || somewhat swayed by a recent mournful occur- 
During the performance of this work, the act 1 rence, but there was no doubt that there was great 
passed which took away from the executive of- || difficulty attending the contract system. 
ficer the power of extending contracts in any ||} Mr. HAYWOOD did not rise to discuss the 
case; and hence the necessity for introducing the || utility or inutility of a national foundery, or the 
section under discussion. ‘The act of 1843 ren- || advantages or disadvantages to be derived from 
|| dering it imperative to accept the lowest contract, || a naval school; but to discuss and keep before 
was not as yet productive, in the article of can- || the Senate the question whether an executive offi- 
non, of any service. Under ittwocontracts were | cer—so made by the laws of the country—should 
entered into; neither of which has baen, or ever || have the absolute power to alter or change those 
will be fulfilled. The very factof the lowest bid- || lawsat his will or pleasure. If so, he would say, 
der being the successful applicant for the work | for God’s sake talk no more of patronage! Let 
brought forth, as proposers, casters and dealers || the proposed course be adopted, and the law would 
in pot metal and stove iron. The first contract || be soon nibbled away. Tredegar foundery would 
under this law was entered into with a Mr. Page, || find one hole, and would be followed by others, 
who was to receive ninety-five dollars per ton. || until not a shadow would be left. He argued 
But what was the result? Every gun made by || thgre would be no knowing what was law, or 
him exploded on the first trial. what was not law, if every act passed was to be 
The second contract was with the Stirling | thus virtually repealed for the benefit of some 
Foundery Company of Cleveland, Ohio, who |, aggrieved contractor. If, after paying a bigh duty 
|| agreed to supply guns—one description -at $100 || on iron to prevent the importation of foreign ma- 
per ton, another description at $110 per ton; but || terial, the country was to be called on to pay a 
this company found out its mistake, and has not || bonus to a foundery company, because that com- 
supplied one gun frem the date of contract to the || py did not fulfill its contract, why then it would 
present day. It was the opinion of gentlemen |! be better to import cannon atonce. He knew of 
|} connected with the department, that, in the pres- || no hardship in the case, further than it prevented 
ent state of the markets, guns might be obtained || a man from plunging his hand into the _ 
fora less sum than $133 per ton—perhaps for || purse; and who grounded his right to do so, 
|| $120 per ton. With this opinion he did notdiffer; || lentes if he made the attempt twelve months 
'| neither was it proposed to go to $133 per ton by || before, he would not have been stopped. 
|| the clause in question, the whole matter being || Mr. RIVES argued that, in equity, the petition- 
\| left to the sound discretion of the Secretary of the || ers were entitled to what they now sought, from 
| Navy. He felt confident that although, in-such || the fact of the sixty guns having stood the usual 
|| articles as timber, provisions, and others of fluc- | test ordered by the Department; which was, that 
tuating value, it was the better plan to take the | if, on first trial, one fourth of the guns tried did 
| lowest bidder—in cannon it was quite the con- || not burst, the remainder should be received and 


. 
| Without some discretionary power in the hands 
| of the Department as to the contracts for cannon, 
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paid for. On the first trial of those guns, not one | 


tenth of them burst; and it was not until the third 
trial—a precaution taken in no case before—thata 
sufficient number burst to enable the Executive 
to reject the remainder. On these grounds he 
thought the petitioners entitled to remuneration. 
He dwelt on the quality of the metal used at the 
Tredegar foundery, which he said could not be 
equaled in the United States. 

Mr. PEARCE spoke from a knowledge of the 
facts connected with the contract of Mr. Page— 
who agreed to supply cannon at nine-five dollars 
per ton. 
which he purchased for twenty dollars per ton 
would be fully good enough for casting cannon; 
whereas suituble metal could not be had under 
double the price; hence his failure. Every gun 
of his burst; and he could assure the Senate that 
Mr. Page had no wish to enter into a fresh, or 
renew his old contract. Mr. P. agreed with the 
suggestion of the honorable Senator from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Kine;] and if a distinct proposition 
to that effect was made by him, he would sup- 

ort it. 

Mr. WRIGHT had listened with attention to 
the debate on this subject, but felt some difficulty 
about voting on the amendment, because, as he 
understood the matter, this was intended to bea 
general jaw, from the effects of which one con- 
tractor was to be exc pted. 

Mr. BAYARD observed it was a private, more 
than a general law; butit referred to certain con- 
tractors. It was not a general law, affecting the 
whole community. 

Mr. WRIGHT supposed, then, that it was a 
modification of a general law already existing; 
and exceptions were to be made in favor of par- 
ticular contractors, It appeared, however, that 
there were other contractors at lower prices, the 
exception being in favor of one at the highest 
price. ‘The applieation of this rule would be un- 
equal. Suppose no exception were made: would 
not the Seerctary of the Navy advertise for new 
yroposals, leaving the whole open for bids, the 
Lichmond foundery included? He had not yet 
heard anything to justify the exception of this 
company from the general law. 

Mr. HAY WOOD ealled for the yeas and pays; 
which were ordered, and resulted—yeas 19, nays 
17; as follows: 

Y EAS—Meesrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Clayton, Evans, 
Francis, Jarnagin, Johnson, Marvgui. Miller, Morehead, 
Pearce, Phelps, Porter, 
and Woodbury—19. 

NAYsS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Bagby, Breese, Bu- 
chanan, Colquint, Fairtield. Nanuegan, Uaywood, Hender- 


son, King, McDuflie, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
and Wrght—17. 


So Mr. Bayarp’s amendment was adopted. 


Mr. PEARCE moved to strike out the latter 


part of the third section 

The third section provides that where, by ex- 
isting contracts at higher prices than articles can 
be procured for, the contractors apply for indul- 
gence, itshall not be granted, unless the Secre- 
tary believes it to be for the advantage of the 
Government, and the contractor agrees to an 
abatement to the rates offered at the time of ask- 
ing indulgence, [the price in such new agreement 
never to exceed the lowest of those agreed to be 
paid by the Department on contracts made since 
the applicant’s original contract. } 

The motion of Mr. Pearce was to strike out 
the partin brackets. 


Ona this motion Mr. HAYWOOD called for the | 


yeas and nays. e 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 13; as follows: 
Y EAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Choate,Clayton, 
Evans, Francis, Uannegan, Henderson, Johnson, King, 
MeDuttie, Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, Sturgeon, 


Tallmadge, Upham, Walker, White, and Woodbury—23. 
NAYS— Messrs. 


chanan, Cotquitt, Fairfield, Haywood, Mangum, Semple, 
Sevier, Tappan, and Wright—I13. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

No other amendment being offered, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Calendar was then called over, and several 
bills were passed by informally, till Senate bill 
No. 7 was placed under consideration, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 


It was entitled ** A bill in relation to the office | 


of surveyor general for the States of Ohio, Indi- 
ana, and Michigan.”’ 


THE 


That gentleman thought that pig-iron | 


Rives, Tallmadge, Upham, Walker, 
| 


Allen, Atchison, 'Bagby, Breese, Bu- | 


Mr. PORTER, who had introduced this bill | 


words ** Ist of September,”’ and to strike out the 
be 


moved to fill the blank in the fifth line with ‘the | 


word “five, = 


line. 


and insert ** four,’’ in the sixth 


These amendments were adopted; and the bill || 


was reported back to the Senate—the question 
being on concurring in those amendments. 


Mr. TAPPAN wished to have some informa- |! 


tion as to the necessity for moving the office of | 
surveyor general of the land district from Cin- | 
cinnati, where now located, to Detroit, an extreme 
point. 

Mr. PORTER explained that this was the only 
land district of the West that consisted of three 
States. In one of those States (Ohio) there were | 
now but one hundred thousand acres of public | 
lands to be surveyed; in another (Indiana) there | 
were but four hundred and fifty thousand; where- | 
as, in Michigan, there were between fifteen and 
sixteen million acres unsurveyed. He conceived 
it manifest that the surveyor general’s office ought | 
to be near the great body of land to which the 
office bore relation. 

Mr. TAPPAN thought the duty of the office, 
so far as Michigan was concerned, being to make 
contracts with the surveyors, that could be done 
in Cincinnati as well as in Detroit. 
only duty of the office important to the people 
awaiting the survey of the lands in Michigan; 
but in Ohio there was another duty of greater 
importance why it should remain in Cincinnati. | 
The largest population of the district was in that 
portion of it, and their interests were concerned 
in the records of the office, to which they should 
have casy access. 

Mr. PORTER pointed out many inconveni- 
ences resulting trom having the office so far from 
the main body of lands to be surveyed. 

The subject was further debated by Messrs. | 
ALLEN, vORTER, and WHITE, aut, it be- 
ing evident (at the usual hour of adjournment) 
that discussion would be protracted, 

Mr. PHELPS moved that the Senate adjourn. 

Before putting the question, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, 1 obedience to the acts res}. clung 
public contracts, trausmitting a statement of the 
contracts made by the Department, in the year 
1843, in relation to light-houses. It 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


| 
| 
| 


was referred 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, Warch 5, 1844. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
REP>/RT ON THE RULES. 

Mr. ADAMS said he desired to call up the 
motion for reconsideration of the vote by which 
the report of the committee on rules was laid 
upon the table. 

The SPEAKER said he was not aware that 
there was any motion for reconsideration pend- 


Ing. 


Co 

Mr. ADAMS said it would be found, hy refer- 
ence to the Journal, that a motion to reconsider 
had been made, and that motion was laid upon 
the table; and it was that motion which he now 
desired to call up. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the proposition 
could not now be called up, out of its order, ex- 
cept by a vote of two thirds. 

Mr. ADAMS asked if it was not a privileged 
question; and if, being a privileged question, by 
being laid upon the table, it lost its privileged 
character. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion having 
been laid upon the table, in the opinion of the | 


Chair, it now stood as being disposed of, and || 
could only be reached as all other subjects were— || 


in the ordinary course of business. 
Mr. ADAMS then asked that the motion, of 

which he had given notice—that the rule which 

requires a vote of two thirds to take up a subject 


i} 


for consideration be rescinded—be taken up for || 


consideration. Though he by no means admitted | 
that the dicision of the Speaker was correct—that 

the motion for reconsideration lost its privileged | 
character by being laid upon the table—yet, as he | 
had so decided, he would yield to the decision. | 
He did not think that the Speaker could produce | 


any precedent to sustain his decision, because it | 
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would give an opportunity, at all times, to 
| Majority, to take away its privilege 
|| from any Prtnl question. 


| up a subject for consideration. 


| and it had not, therefore, been entered upon 


| Boyd, William J. Brown, 






a bare 
d Characies 


Mr. THOMPSON inquired if the conti 
had taken an appeal from the decision of 
Speaker? because, otherwise, the subject 
lieved, was not susceptible of debate, 

Mr. ADAMS said he would now make the my 
tion (of which he had given notice) to resend , 
rule which requires a vote of two thirds to 


Man 
the 
’ he be. 


the 


take 


TheSPEAKER remarked that the rule to whig, 


| the geatleman referred could only be rescinded 
|| upon a motion introduced in pursuance of jotic, 


of motion for a change of the rules, previously 
given. } 
Mr. ADAMS. I gave such notice. 
The SPEAKER remarked that the notice was 


not given at a time when it could be received, 


| 
the 


Journal. 
Mr. WELLER called for the orders of-th 
day. r 

Mr. ADAMS inquired of the Chair when j, 


| would be in order to give the notice, or to make 
| the motion? 
It was the |) 


The SPEAKER replied that the proper time 
would be when resolutions were called for, 

Mr. ADAMS. That is what the Chair now 
States. 

The SPEAKER. It is what he stated at the 
time the gentleman offered to give his notice, 


Mr. WELLER repeated the call for the orders 


| of the day. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED, 

Mr. POTTER, of Ohio, asked and obtained 
leave to withdraw from the files of the House the 
papers and documents of the heirs of John Wij. 
kinson, asking remuneration for losses in the late 


| war with Great Britain; and also, the papers and 
documents of Conrad fttouse, for a like claim; 


which, together with additional evidence, were 


| referred to the Committee of Claims. 


OFFICERS OF THE ILOUSE. 

The House then proceed: d to the consideration 
of the first business in order, being the resolutions 
reported from the Commiutiee of Accounts respect: 
ing the officers of the House. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to amend the resolu 
tions sous to prevent the officers of the House 
from requiring the pages to work after the ad- 
journmenteach day. They were the ouly per- 
sons in the employment of the House who were 
required to work night and day. ‘Phey had cut 
off, and very properly, a heavy extra compensa- 
tion, formerly paid to these boys at the end of 
each session of Congress. ‘Their pay, as it stood, 
was enough; but he did nor think that they ought 
to be made to work while others were enjoying 
their rest, 

Mr. HALE said he was opposed to the whole 
report, pot because he was not in favor of re- 
trenchment, for he was 1a favor of it; but le was 
opposed to beginning the work of retrenchment 
with such smail matters as this, when they had 
insiances cnough of the waste of money by mil- 
lions. He was opposed to commencing a pitiful 
warfare upou these poor litike boys. Wath ail due 
deference to the committee, he thought it was too 
smalla business. Lie moved that the report be 


| Jaid upon the table. 


Upon this motion the yeas aud nays were or 
dered; and, being taken, resulted—yeas 75, nays 


, 99; as follows: 


YVRAS—Messrz.Adams, Barnard, Belser, Bower, Bowlin, 
Sudington, Campbell, Catlin, 
Chappell, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Cobb, Cotlanser,Craa- 
ston. .Culloin Garrett Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, Dellet, 
Dickey. Dillingham, Dromgoole, Hlmer. Fish, Foster, Gid- 
dings, Wallis Green, Grinneil, Hate, Haralson, Hardin, 
Harper, Hopkins, Hubbell, Hadsou, Hugues, Jameson, 
Jenks, Johu P. Kennedy, Labranche, Leonard, Lumpkin, 
McConnell, Melivaine. Moore, Edward J. Morris, Moscley, 
Newton, Pettit, Elisha R. Potter, Preston, Charles M. Reed, 


| Ritter, Roberts, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Mhomas UH. Sey- 


mour, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Stevens, Andrew 
Stewart, Join Stewart, Sules, Summers, Sykes, Thomasson, 
Tibbatts, Tyler, Wheaton, White, Winthrop, aud Joseph 
A. Wright—75. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Ashe, Baker, Bar- 
ringer, Benton, Biackweil, Bossier, Jacob Brinkerhoff, 
Auron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, 
Cary, Carroll, Causin, Reuben Chapman, Clinton, Cross, 
Dana. Richard D. Davis, Dean, Dickinson, Duncan, Duniap, 
Ellis, Farlee, Foot, French, Byram Green, Grider, Hamlin, 
llenley, Herrick, Hoge, Houston, Hubard, Uungerford, 
Washington Muut, James B. Hunt, Charles J. ingersoll, 
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R. Ingersoll, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, 
. wW. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel | 
George Lewis, Lucas, Lyon, McCauslen, Maclay, Me- 
P. wos MeClernand, McDowell, McKay, Morse, Murphy, | | 
Ne ‘Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Payne, Peyton, Emery D. 
xem. Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, Rayner, David 8. Reid, Red- 
Po ife Robinson. Rockwell, Rodney, Russell, St. John, 
Mes severance, David L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, 
= ot “Sinith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, Stone, 
seavor, Thompson, Tilden, ‘Tucker, Vance, Vinton, Weller, 
Wentworth, Williams, and Woodward—989. , 
Mr.SAMPLE submitted an amendment, strik - 
ing out the last resolution, which provides that 
ne pages under twelve years of age should be 
employed. He considered the pages under twelve 
years of age to be the best pages in the House. 
“Mr. HOPKINS withdrew his amendment. 
Mr. McDOWELL wished to remark to the | 
eentieman from New Hampshire that he was 
mistaken entirely as to the motives which gov- 
»pned the committee in making this report. We 
did not design it as a matter of retrenchment, be- | 
cause, under the arrangement proposed, the ex- 
nense will be precisely what it is now; the object 
is to make the corps, under the direction of the | 
Doorkeeper, more efficient and useful. He was | 
the Jast man in the House to make war on the 
hoys, as the gentleman from New Hampshire 
expressed it, and felt no disposition to take a dol- | 
lar from their pockets; but he wished to make 
them more efficient, and to give them a compen- 
sation commensurate with the value of their ser- | 
vices. The Doorkeeper desired the amendment, | 
and he thought it a proper one, or he would not 
have proposed it. He believed $1 50 per day to | 
be a fair compensation for a boy twelve or four- | 
teen years of age, and he thought none under that | 
ace competent to perform the duties required of 
the pages. In the country he came from, $1 50 
per day would be considered a fair compensation | 
forgrown men employed in making rails. He 
hoped that the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
before he made another such attack on a commit- 
tee of the House, would ascertain to a certainty | 
that they were disposed to make war on the | 
little boys, or on anybody, for purposes of econ- 
omy. ‘The gentleman was the last man in the | 
House he expected such charges to come from; 
because he had, on all occasions, opposed appro- 
riations for the benefit of the widow and orphan. 
He was glad now to find the sympathies of the 
gentleman awakened to the claims of this descrip- 
tion of persons, and hoped when they again come 
before this House to find him giving them his 
support. ' 
ir. MOORE did not wish to consume the time 
of the House in discussing the subject of re- 
trenchment and economy, but he desired to show 
the injustice and inconsistency of the report and 
resolutions under consideration. The proposi- 
tion was to add one fourth to the labor of these 
boys, and to take away one fourth of their com- 
ere equivalent to a reduction of one 
alf—while the wages of the messengers and 
folders, doing less duty, was to be increased. 
The gentleman said that $1 50 would be a fair 
compensation for the boys, while he proposed to | 
ere $2 50, for the same_labor, to the folders. 
hy, he would ask, would not a fair compensa- 
tion for the one be a fair compensation for the 
other? He looked upon the injustice of the prop- 
osition to be only equaled by its inconsistency. 
Mr. STEENROD opposed the reduction of the 
pages’ compensation, and contended that the ser- 
vices they performed were as arduous as those 
of the officers whdse pay it was proposed to in- | 
crease, | 
Mr. McDOWELL, in explanation, further | 
wished to remark that, under the present arrange- 
ment, these pages had to discharge the labor of | 
folding documents#ufter the adjournment of the | 
House; and that it was now vroposed to relieve 
them from that duty, and to diminish their com- | 
pensation. 
Mr. WINTHROP submitted an amendment, | 
providing that none of the pages should be re- 
moved during the present session. | 
_ Mr. TIBBAT T'S moved to lay the whole sub- | 
Ject on the table. 


INFRACTIONS OR POSTAL LAWS. 


The resolution reported on Wednesday last 
from the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, as to what steps have been taken by the 
Postmaster General to prevent and punish the 
infractions of the laws of the United States pro- | 


Joseph 
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hibiting the establishment of any private express || 
or post for the transportation of letters and pack- 
ets, was considered and agreed to. 


taken on the motion to lay the bill on the table, 
and resulted—yeas 113, nays 64; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Abbou, Anderson, Ashe, Barringer, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. Belser, Benton, Blackwell, Buossicr, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, 


oS oe 5 Jacob Brinkerhoff, Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brow 
Mr. PARMENTER, by leave, from the Com- | Buttington, Burke, Burt, Cakiwell, bary, Cuttin, ieee 
mittee on Naval Affairs, to which was referred | Chapman, Chappell, Cobb, Cotlamer. Cullom, Dana. Dan- 
the resolution of the House of the 15th of Jan- aan a on nae pene Dillingham, Dunean, 
t pte : * Aes 3 untap, Ellis, Farlee, Ficklin, Poster, French, Gir 
uary last, mn relation to alle rations in the man- Sesnet Green, Hale, Hamlin. Haral ~% 8 india, Hewiey’ 
agement of the Navy of the United States, made | Herrick, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbeil, 
a report thereon, accompanied by a bill to pro- Hughes, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Jameson, Cave 
vide for the appointment of certain officers of || Jolinson, Perley B. Johuson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
navy-yards; which was referred to a C : || Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, 
y ; ommiuttee || Labranche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, Me- 
of the Whole House. | Causlen, McCletland, MeClernand, McDowell, McKay, 
Mr. ELMER, from the Committee of Elec- || Moore, Joseph Morris, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, Pettit, 
tions, offered a resolution that the committee be || Emery). Potter, Purdy, Rathbun, David 8. Reid, Reding, 


: ; . || Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Russell, St. Jehn, Sann- 
authorized to continue the employment of their || ders, Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Si- 


| present clerk; which resolution was agreed to. || mons, Simpson, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert 


Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on aoe ee a John Stewart, Stiles, Btone, 

r =. . ° aylor, 1ompson, tker, Welle Je y aa- 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill providing for the oan Witliams, Joseph A. es Fee ae 
appointment of certain officers in the navy-yards; | NAYS—Messrs. Baker, Barnard, Edward J. Black, Mil- 
which was referred to the Committee of the || ton Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Campbell, Carroll, Caasin, 
Whole House, and made the order of the day for || Chilton, Clingman, Cranston, Cross, Garrett Davis, Rieh- 
to-morrow: d the bill dec eye. t || ard D. Davis, Deberry, Deilet, Dromgoole, Elmer, Fish, 
row; and the bill and accompanying report || Foot, Willis Green, Grinnell, Grider, Harper, Hudson, 

were ordered to be printed. || Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Inger- 


an? s i || soll, Jenks, John P. Kennedy, Maciay, Melivaine, Marsh, 
PENNSY LY ANIA AVENUE. ; s Edward J. Morris, Morse, Moseley, Murphy, Nes, Newton, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, from the Commit- || Patterson, Payne, Elisha R. Potter, Pratt, Charles M. Reed, 


tee for the District of Columbia, reported back Ane eee eee ae mi wc ig tant 
> 2 : . > : Abert Smith ale » Smith, Andrew Stewart, Summers 

me See ae =i oo Sykes, ‘Thomasson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vin- 
| por ion oO ennsy vania avenue, anc ton, W hite, and W inthrop—64. 

said he was instructed by the committee to report So the bill was laid on the table 

the same with a recommendation that the bill be etic. canine ms 5 

rejected. || ‘The SPEAKER announced that the morning 
The SPEAKER announced the question to be || our had now expired. 

on the third readine of the bill. || Mr. McKAY moved that the House resolve 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved a concur- || itself into a Committee of the Whole House on 

rence with the committee’s report. || the state of the Union, with a view of acting on 
Mr. CAMPBELL thought it would be proper the bill making appropriations for the Military 

to refer this bill to the Committee of the Whole | Academy. 

House; which motion he made. | The SPEAKER requested the gentleman from 
The SPEAKER put the question on the refer- North Carolina to waive that motion, to enable 

ence. || him to lay before the House certain executive and 
Mr. DUNCAN inquired if the motion to refer |, other communications. 


took precedence of the motion of the gentleman || EXECUTIVE COM MUNICATIONS., 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] to concur with the | The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


committee’s report? icati » Mi . Washine i 
The SPEAKER Misnaaa’ ited thx Usdin 06 munication from the Mayor of Washington, in 
. _ ; relation to the Chesapeake and Ohio canal; which 


refer had precedence. : | was referred to the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said he did not pro- || pals, and ordered to be printed, [It was a fetter 


pose to detain the House with many remarks on || from the Mayor of the City of Washington, 
this subject. It would be sufficient for him to || transmitting resolutions of the corporation of said 


say, as the Representative of a portion of the |’ city, authorizing remonstrance against the trans- 
people of this Union, that, when he looked at the | fer to the State of Maryland of the stock sub- 
Constitution of the country, he saw no authority || gerjbed by the said corporation in the Chesapeake 


for voting to make an appropriation for re || and Ohio Canal Company, except on certain con- 
poses provided for by that bill. They had no || ditions.} 


such authority, he conceived, conferred upon | Also, a communication from the Treasury De- 
them by the Constitution of the United States; || partment, in relation to payments made on claims 


and, therefore, this bill ought notto pass. True, || not otherwise provided for by law, under the act 
they were the local legislature of this District; || of March 2, 1309; which was laid on the table, 
but, when acting in their capacity as the local || and ordered to be printed. ; 

legislature of the District of Columbia, he con- || Ajgo, a communication from the same, contain- 


sidered that they had no authority to put their || ing the annual statement of receipts and expend- 
hands into the national Treasury, and appropri- || j,ures of the United States for the year 1843; 
ate the money of the whole people for the benefit || which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
of those of this District; and, if it were ce || printed. 
order, he would ask for the yeas and nays on the |) 
motion to refer. He desired that the aus should || SURRENDER oapet FUGITIVE SLAVES. 
dispose of this subjeciat once. | The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
Mr. HAMLIN said the report of the commit- || munication from the President of the United 
tee was accompanied by a recommendation that || States, transmitting to the House of Representa- 
the bill be rejected—a report which he most de- || tives, in answer to their resolution of the 10th 
voutly hoped would receive the sanction of the || instant, a report from the Secretary of State, with 
House. He had been told that, by committing || the correspondence therein referred to, relating to 
this bill, they should consign itto the tomb of the || certain fugitive criminals from Florida. 
Capulets; and, therefore, he should cheerfully || Mr. LEVY moved its reference to the Com- 
give his vote for such a motion, that it might | mittee on Foreign Affairs, with instructions; and 
there sleep, and sleep forever; or he would vote || on this motion, e desired to make some remarks; 
for any other motion that would aid in killing it. | but as the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
Mr. HOGE moved to lay the bill on the table. || and Means desired that the House should go into 
Mr. CAMPBELL said this bill involved a || Committee of the Whole on the appropriation 
question of an appropriation of money; and he | bills, he was willing to defer his remarks to the 
inquired if it was not necessary that it should go || morning hour to-morrow. ; ‘ 
to the Committee of the Whole House. If so, | Some conversation ensued, in which Mr. LE- 
could the motion to lay on the table be in order ? || VY, Mr. ELMER, Mr. BARNARD, and others, 
The SPEAKER replied that, before any ap- || took part, in relation to the special orders, which 
propriation bill could pass, it must receive the || would occupy the time of the House for the next 
sanction of a Commitiee of the Whole; but he || fewdays. 
did not understand that such a bill must go there || Mr. BARNARD desired to know what the 
on a motion to lay it on the table. || communication was. te 
Mr. BARNARD called for the reading of the The Clerk read it again. 
| bill. || Mr. BARNARD said this Executive commu- 
The Clerk read it accordingly. || nication ought first to go to the Committee on 
The yeas and nays were then ordered, and || Foreign Affairs, to be examined by them; and, 
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when that committee should make its report, the | 


of Great Britain in this affair asa flagrantinstance || dence was received in the ordinar 


House might act upon it; and the gentleman from || of bad faith, and a want of that honor and fair 


Florida would then have the opportunity to pre- 
sent his views in relation to it. 
Mr. LEVY said he had. moved to refer with 
instructions; and he wished to discuss the ques- | 
tion on those instructions, which he had the right 
todo. Perhaps he ought to have the instructions | 
read; but he would dispense with that, as he now | 
moved to postpone the consideration of this ques- | 
tion to Thursday next. 

Mr. ROGERS called for the reading of the in- | 
structions. 

The Clerk read them, as follows: 

That the said message be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, with instructions to make inquiry into the 
facts of any cases of demand for the surrender of fugitive 
criminals under the tenth arucle of the treaty of Wasting 
ton, which may have arisen upon requisition of either of 
the respective parties to said treaty, and to recommend such 
course as may be proper for the adoption of tis House in 
respect thereto ; and especially whether it be advisable for 
this House to recommend to the President to notify the 
British Government that it is the wish of this Government 
to terminate the said tenth arucle of the weaty. 


Mr. BARNARD inguired whether the instrac- 
tions were in order at that stage of the business? 

The SPEAKER said the motion now was to 
postpone the further consideration of this subject. | 

Mr. LEVY moved (inasmuch as the chairman | 
of the committee was at present indisposed, and 
could not be present, as he desired, at the discus- | 
sion) that the subject be postponed, and made the | 
special order for ‘Thursday next. | 

Mr. C. JOHNSON called for the previous ques- 
tion, in order, he said, to get rid of the motion to | 
postpone. 

Mr. LEVY claimed to be stil! in possession of 
the floor. He desired to go on with the discus- | 
sion now, unless, by general consent, the subject | 
should be postponed, and made the special order | 
for Satelit 


Mr. C. JOHNSON withdrew his call for the | 
previous question, to allow the gentleman to pro- | 
ceed with the discussion. 

Mr. LEVY then proceeeed. He had arranged, | 
he said, in his mind, some three weeks ago, the 
course of argument which he intended to submit 
to the House; but the ee having now un- 


expectedly arisen, he did not know that he could 
at once recall his ideas upon the subject so dis- | 
tinctly and clearly as he could wish. He would | 
endeavor, however, to retrace the grounds which | 
he proposed to take, and, if aes sustain | 
those grounds by argument. He regarded this 
as a grave ae in every point of view. As 
respected the Territory which he represented, it | 
was one of the most important questions which | 
had arisen, or could arise; and, in a national point | 
of view, it was one of the most important which 
were likely to occur during the present session of | 
Congress. It was a question which affected the | 
foreign relations of this country, and therefore of | 
national importance. It affected our intercourse 
with our great enemy—the great enemy of our 
safety, and security, and prosperity as a nation. 
It was a question which would bring to a test the 
feeling of nationality which binds the different 
sections of the country together. The oceasion | 
which now presented itself would give them an | 
opportunity to test the sincerity of the profes- | 
sions of gentlemen in different sections of this | 
country. 

It was, perhaps, improper that this question | 
should be brought forward by one so incompetent | 
as himself; but, as the representative of a ‘Terri- | 
tory materially interested in the subject, he felt | 
it his imperative duty to bring it forward, and to 
endeavor to show that it was competent for that 
House to refer to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs the consideration of the tenth article of the 
treaty of Washington in relation to the extradi- 
tion ofcriminals. He hoped it would be referred, 
and that a report would be made to the House 
upon the subject. 

Mr. L. referred to various authoritics to show 
that it was not unusual for the House to take ac- 
tion upon subjects of this nature. It was through | 
that House that the voice of the people speaks; 
it was in that House that the national sovereignty | 
was concentrated. That body, instinct as it was 
with the popular spirit, should exhibit and ces- | 
ignate the national will. Mr. L. next referred to 
various instances of bad faith on the part of Great 


dealing which should mark the intefcourse of one 

nation with another. On the other hand, there | 
had been no failure on the part of the United | 
States to execute this tenth article of the treaty; | 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


and in doing so, this Government had gone to | 


greater lengths than justice, good faith, ora re- 
gard to our own dignity required. Mr. L. referred | 
to the case of Christina Cochrane, a poor, ignor- 


ant, idiotic female, delivered up on the demand of || 


the British Government on no better evidence | 
than that-ofa constable, who could not even swear 


to the commission of the crime of which she was || 


accused. He referred, also, to the case of Jona- | 
than Robbins, who was delivered up under Jay’s 


case roused such a spirit of indignation in the 
country, that no Administration since that time 


had ever dared introduce the subject of extradi- |! 


tion into a treaty with England till Mr. Webster 
included it in the treaty of Washington. 


March 5, 


racti 
the laws of Great Britain. He vent on to ile 
trate and sustain this position, and was Proceed 
ing, when the Speaker announced the expirati : 
of his hour. as 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then rene 
for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER put the question on sec 
the demand for the previous question, 

Tellers were called for; and Messrs, Wintnny 
and McC ieivanp were appointed; and they rp 
ported—ayes 57, noes 47; which was less thang 
quorum. 

The SPEAKER said it was evident there Wasa 


Wed his motigg 


Onding 


quorum in the House; and he called upon geni), 


| men to vote either one way or the other, 
treaty, upon very insufficient testimony; and this || 


The tellers again took the vote; and they re. 


| ported—ayes 81, noes 56. 


Notwithstanding the unpopularity of this prin- || 
ciple, it was acquiesced in, because it was under- | 


stood that it would provide against such cases as 


that of the Creole; and Mr. L. referred to the cor- |) 
respondence of Lord Ashburton and Mr. Web- || 


ster, as well as to publications in London papers 
in the confidence of the British Government, to 
show that such was the understanding of the arti- 
cle while the treaty was in the progress of nego- | 
tiation. The treaty, however, was hardly exe- 


cuted, before good grounds were given for the | 


suspicion that they intended to evade it. 

Mr. L. then adverted to the declaration of Lord 
Ashburton to Arthur Tappan and the Abolition- | 
ists of New York, and to the remarks of Lords | 


to show that, if there was not previous design to | 


deceive this Government in the negotiation of the | 


treaty, there was a settled determination to com- | 


mit a breach of faith in carrying it into execution. || 
| Mr. L. then spoke of the flimsy pretense on which 


the authorities of Nassau had refused to deliver | 
up the fugitives from justice spoken of in the mes- 
sage, when properly demanded of them. The 
crimes they committed were of the most heinous 
nature, and were expressly provided for in the 
treaty: namely, murder and robbery. The de- 
mand for the criminals was made with all the | 
strictest formalities of law; and was accompanied | 
with evidence of the most indubitable authority, | 
and authenticated copies of the indictments which 
were found against the criminals. Even if this | 
evidence had been deemed by the courts of Nas- 
sau to be insufficient for the surrender of the crim- 
inals, surely good faith on the part of the British 
Government required that they should have been 
arrested and held in custody till more evidence 
could be procured. 

He read extracts from the decision of the court, 
which had yielded, he remarked, to the sugges- 
tions of Parliament; and the extracts showed sev- 
eral points that were worthy of consideration. 
One of those points was, that an indictment, per | 
se, could not be received as evidence whereon to | 
arrest a person accused of crime. On this, and | 
on other points therein set forth, he joined issue. | 
Ile was aware that different interpretations had | 
been given to the tenth article of the treaty; one 
interpretation was, that the criminality which 
should justify the delivery of fugitives from jus- | 
tice, which was comprehended by, the treaty, was 


| such criminality as would be an offense by the 


laws of the place in which the criminal was found; 
but he must be permitted to dispute the correct- 





So the previous question was seconded. 
The main question was then ordered to be pu 
and the question recurred on the instructions, 
Mr. WINTHROP moved that the executiyg 
message be laid on the table, and printed, 
The motion was negatived—ayes 64, noes 75 
Mr. WINTHROP then called for the yeas and 
nays on the question of agreeing to instruct, 
The yeas and nays were not ordered; and the 


|| motion to instruct was agreed to. 


The question then recurred on the motion tg 
print the executive communication, 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired if that motion way 
not debatable ? 

The SPEAKER believed it was. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said it was not his intention 
to detain the House on this subject for any great 
length of time; nor would he, under different cir. 


|| cumstances, haye detained it on such a motionat 
Aberdeen and Stanley, in the British Parliament, | 


all; but the gentleman from Florida had taken 
occasion to throw before the country certain ideas 
which he thought should meet with a response; 
for the question, as that gentleman had properly 
said, was one of great importance. And the con- 


|| sideration which moved him at this time was, 
| that, on the last legislative day, an endeavor was 
‘| made to suppress all debate on the question which 
| was now thrown upon them. He knew not what 


was the extent to which this question of slavery 


| was to be thrust upon this House; and he now 
took occasion to say that he execrated the mem- 
| ory of the man who introduced the subject of 


slavery into this Hall; he held that man’s mem- 
ory in estimation as one who was a violator of 
the Constitution—as one who had approached the 
temple of freedom, and desecrated its sanctity by 
bringing there a subject which was prohibited by 
the genius of our institutions, and by the Con- 
stitution to which they had all sworn allegiance. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose to a question of 
order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS hoped he would not. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired if the ques- 


| tion to print embraced the question of slavery at 


large? 

Mr. GIDDINGS hoped the gentleman would 
not interrupt him. 

The SPEAKER said it was difficult for the 
Chair to decide what was relevant and what was 
irrelevant; for the message had not been read to 
House, and the Chair knew not, therefore, is 


| contents. 


Mr. GIDDINGS said the House would bear 


witness that he had endeavored heretofore to dis- 


| pose of this question without debate, and withov. 
| occupying the time of the House. ‘ [Here the 


ness of that interpretation, and to declare that, || 


| if such interpretauion was correct, there was the | 


more reason to satisfy him that there had been |) bear witness that he had endeavored to hasten 


y the public business in all respects; he had never 
honor aud dignity of this country required thatit | 


treachery in the execution of the treaty; and the | 


should be immediately abrogated. 
He, however, did not hold such to be the cor- 

rect interpretation of the treaty; and he should 

show that it was not. It must be borne in mind, 


in the first place, that the offenders were not Brit- |, 


ish subfftts, and, as such, entitled to the protec- | 
tion of the Crown; and that, tlierefore, there must 
be expected to be exceeding caution and delicacy | 
in bringing into imprisonment, by surrendering 
persons to a foreign Power for trial. They were | 
offenders belonging to this country, who had 
sought the protection of another Power against 


gentleman from Ohio paused .] 
The SPEAKER (addressing himself to Mr. 
Gippines) said, the gentleman will proceed. 
Mr. GIDDINGS said he called the country to 


spoken on this question of slavery, unless it had 


| been thrust upon him by those who were known 


| to be opposed to that institution, 


The gentleman 


| from Florida had made allusion to aclause in the 


| of the Creole. 
| the Creole were before the country; and it was a 
| case on which he would take occasion to repeat 


| pressed them. 


treaty which, he presumed, originated in the case 
Now, his views on the case of 


that his views remaine@as he had heretofore ex- 
He was of opinion that no crime 


| or offense was committed on board the Creole— 


no offense known or recognized by the laws of 
this nation, or of any State of which it was com- 


Britain. He went on to characterize the conduct |! the punishment due to their crime; and such evi- || posed. He wished to be distinct! understood 
P P , y 
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